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mini y | ollowing the disclosures in PEACE NEWS of a cam- 
nted _ 4 paign in favour of conscription, we can now reveal that 
pen=v. iy behind the scenes members of the Government are 
te actively encouraging a plot to foist conscription of youth 
13 on the country. 
oii It is hoped to start off with a short Act of Parliament that will 
pe introduce some kind of compulsory physical training and to tie up 
ood with that a scheme for compulsory labour camps. 
y toch A number of public men in close touch with the Government are at 
vhatja- present sounding all likely sources for 
support. 
‘ood .Liberal and labour as well as conser- 
all," vative leaders have been approached. 
unit! Next week there is to be a 
Urs private gathering at which Fleet 
ae,he Street and the national news- 
"ry papers will be invited to give 
nd support to the idea of compulsory 
‘as physical training and also that of 
3 labour camps to keep the coming 
new unemployed fit and busy. 
ned We may thus expect the newspapers 
ath? to follow the leid of The Times of a 
the E; fortnight ago in praising the value of 
wn OF the disciplining and training of the 
young that is now an integral part of 
lub m the Nazi system. ; 
lar ce The Observer, indeed, had an article 
lic. ad last Sunday by Sir Edward Grigg. Mp, 
oe recently Governor of Kenya, in which Lord Derby 
<< he advocated a period of national 
Bs service for all young men. The form|the ishop of London publicly 
ws ni of such service is to be discussed in a} declarcws that 
ms al further article tomorrow, but keep-fit et Gesineny me see the mervellons ret 
Kes i ich ha een accomplished in twenty 
ily slasses and ah Were ntiO ned ee |e eb ih stem of outdoor games and 
or possibilities. Sir Edward was at great Cannio Bertie and the successful 
Yin pains to prove that such conscription) jnculcation of the belief that love of 
in t was not equivalent to militarization, country comes before any personal enjoy- 
but he based his belief in compulsory | ment and that patriotism comes first and 
2d service on its military value. eee ew dee Thea ings a 
* pe ally he io. ees suggest that the scheme has nothing 
Tuesday's Mae iaunerployment to do with military service are belied 
increase in Ji : se 
figures, said last week that in this con- Bae people going around seeking 
b nexion “a aoe, ee le The organization most closely asso- 
i- Beeaeout off plan for public * |ciated with the work of backstairs 
ts > propaganda is the new Army League 
y aC MENS SCUNDED 3 for Home and Empire Defence, which 
ul Even certain churchmen are being| was formed on January 24 last as a 
& gently sounded for moral support. company limited by guarantee to assist 
wy It will be recalled that only last July | recruiting and to help the efficiency 
and well-being of the armed forces. 
b fs It? The particular attention of the 
¢ P “ cies League, it was announced, would be 
d t , : 
: a ee ree wisn i the shortage of recruits for the army 
is , 
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Government is undoubtedly moving 
toward it in some form. Soon the 


preliminaries will be past and con- 


scription started. 
—Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung 
(leading German newspaper). 
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addressed: 17 Featherstone Buildings, London, W.C.J——_ 


and the need for recruits for air raid 
“precautions.” 

It is significant, however, that 
Lord Derby and Lord Willingdon 
(a Privy Councillor) respectively 
deputy-president and president 
of the League, are two of the men 
going round as private propagan- 


. 


—— 


dists for the physical training 

conscription idea. 

Besides Lord Willingdon, the follow- 
ing are registered as members of the 
company : — 

Lord Horne, Field-Marshal Lord Milne, 

Field-Marshal Sir Philip Chetwode, Mr. 

Duncan Sandys, mp, Mr. Edward Edding- 

ton Behrens, Maj.-Gen. Sir John Kennedy, 

Mr. William Mabane, mp, Sir Malcolm 

Campbeil, Mr. A. Chester Beatty, Mr. 


John Maxwell, Lieut.-Gen. Sir James 
Charles, Mr. L. S. Amery. 


At present they are concentrating 
their activities on winning the support 
of the press and the political parties. 

One of the lesser lights is letting his 
enthusiasm outweigh his prudence. 


LABOUR'S ATTITUDE 


“Since the trade union leaders 
accepted rearmament, we have got 
them in the hollow of our hands,” he 
says. 

“It should not be difficult to get the 
Labour Party in. They are committed 
to defence preparations.” 

Though PEACE NEWS doubts 
its accuracy, the statement being 
freely made in high political 
circles that the Labour Party ané 
the Trades Union Congress would 
accept some form of compulsory 
training demands an_ urgent 
statement by labour leaders on 
where they stand. 

Lord Willingdon, the aged ex- 
Viceroy of India, has been working in 
close touch 
recently. 

He is chairman, in particular, of a 
committee that is inquiring into the 
reason why the army is short of 
officers—a matter which includes con- 
sideration of the military training of 
young men in colleges and grammar 
schoo!s. 


with the War Office 


WAR OFFICE ASSISTANCE 


In this work he has the assistance of 
Mr. Spens, Master of Corpus Christi 
College, Cambridge; Mr. Gurner, 
headmaster of Whitgift School, Croy- 
don; Sir Charles Deedes, of the War 
Office, and Maj.-Gen. Squires, of the 
War Office. 

Lord Derby, however, is the more 
important figure in the new campaign 
now disturbing political leaders. 

The choice of Lord Derby as the 
spear-head of the campaign behind the 
scenes recalls his part in bringing 
about conscription during the War and 
his frank views on the subject in the 
past. 

He was always a compulsory 
military service man in the days before 
the War. 

In respect of volunteer service in 
war time, he declared 

it will be the State and not the individual 


which devises a man's proper place in the 
machinery of the country. 


Lord Derby introduced the group 
system of recruiting and his famous 
scheme promised married men. that 
though they attested for service, they 
would not be called up until young 
unmasried men had been drawn upon 
first. 

The scheme of voluntary attestment 
failed. It left some 650,000 unmarried 
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men of military age who had not 
answered the summons to train to kill aly 
and be killed. ity 
It was on the pretext of ful-:vo- 
filling the pledge to the married edy 
men that young men should go iary 
first that conscription was intro- >lu- 
duced. 

A similar system to that of area 
recruiting run for the Derby scheme in, 
1915 is now being organized by the’ 
Army League for Home and Empire 
Defence, working in close touch withYOur 
the War Office. War 

The men behind this include: — the 


Mr. L. S. Amery, Sir Malcolm Camp-itish 
bell, Sir Ronald Charles, Field-Marshathree 
Sir Philip Chetwode, Lord Cobham, 
Julian Cahn, Sir Harry Hague, Lord Wi. 
Field-Marshal Lord Milne, and Loess ~2 
Rochdale, Sir Montague Barlow, Mr. J, Pp.) 27° 
Black, Capt. R. Macdonald Buchanan, Mr. om 
A. C. Maclean, Mr. Harry Meade, and Sir’ % 
Harry Price. juan 


They are to undertake a nation-wide" 


Crue « 


campaign “on behalf of the whokto be 
question of defence.” 


KEEP-FIT PLANS icult. 


It is also noticeable that alongsidethese 
this organization of area committees their 
is another area plan for nationa SUP- 
physical fitness for which Parliamenr ‘3 
by the Physical Training Act, gav,. 
£2,000,000 for, distribution. Thig P42: 
being issued in trickles as grants f¢" pe 
swimming baths, boys’ clubs, gymna . a 
siums, and to any college that will trair, i 
instructors. In political circles in reat 
London it is considered a flop and its . 
conservative critics point out that it~" 
has failed to catch on because it was TeS- 
based on the voluntary Principle o@nds 
what's - everybody’s - business - is Ops. 
nobody’s-business. Ip us 

Some critics are urging th Pass 

Government to come out into th 


open over physical fitness and cue 


say that, although the nation-- 
scheme was deliberately divorcee 
from the War Office and tt: 
military, it should be admitted as 
part of “defence” preparations. 
The other school of conservatives 
suggests a short amending Bill to Make 
the physical training compulsory—.._. 
keeping military service well out of tty 
sight. It has been decided, ,for thd? 
present, to give physical fitness a ry,,/2™ 
as a voluntary campaign. bori- 
Just as King George V was induceg" 
to issue a national appeal in connectior the 
with voluntary service under the Derby fok- 
scheme in 1915, so King George vpline 
has been engaged to give the drooping, _. 
physical fitness campaign a fillip. ox 
He is to go to the Guildhall in 17£08e- 
City of London next Thursday ‘nigi@¥ be 
to address an audience of 1,000 on thy snti- 
subject and it is understood that Stion 


speech will be broadcast to the nati¢U*ball 
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REBELS WANT TO “RE-EDUCATE’’ YOUNG 


BASQUE REFUGEES 


Campaign to Get Them 
Back to Spain 


TTEMPTS to get the Basque 

refugee children who are now 
in Britain returned to Spain are 
being made by a Basque Children 
Repatriation Committee. 


This committee has no connexion 
whatever with the National Joint 
Committee for Spanish Relief or 
the Basque Children’s Committee, 
and no responsibility, legal or 
otherwise, for the children’s return. 

The latest move has been the publi- 
cation of a Jetter in The Times from 
Sir Arnold Wilson, deputy chairman 
of this unofficial committee, urging 
acceptance of the 

offer of the Apostolic Delegate in Bilbao 

to receive, and to care for there, all 

children whose parents, or one of them, 
have not specifically asked for the retention 
of their children in England. 

This letter was in 
reply to an earlier one 
from the Basque 
Children’s Committee 
(which is looking after 
the refugees) express- 
ing the hope that mis- 
understandings caused 
by the campaign to 
send the children back 
to insurgent Spain 
would not affect the 
continued support of 
those helping the 
children. 

In a reply to Sir 
Arnold Wilson, pub- 
lished on Monday, the 
dimittee pointed out 
4e careful provision 
made for the religious 
education of those 
children who are Catholics, with the 
elp of the Catholic community in this 
sountry, and added: 

But even of the Catholic children, the 


great majority have parents who are 
members of political parties bitterly 


Who’s Who in This 


Issue 


SANON S. D. MORRIS: Sponsor, 

Pears Piedge Union; treasurer, 
-ouncil of Christian Pacifist groups; 
one of the secretaries of Christian 
Jocial Council; secretary, BBC Mid- 
md Religious Advisory Committee; 
Ss broadcast fairly frequently; 
didressed 229 PPU meetings last year 
.. page eight. 


Camilla Kemple: Sociologist, 

tlumbia University; of late has been 
associated with International Institute 
for Social Research....page nine. 


Ronald F. Phillips: Member of 
*PU; is trying to form group of PPU 
2mbers to study psychology, espe- 
* Ily psychological causes of war.... 
*e nine. 
: Cecil H. Wilson: Member of Par- 
‘ament for Attercliffe Division of 
*effield; member of Parliamentary 
acifist Group; miagistrate....page 


James H. Hudson: PPU Sponsor, 
atends daily in the Lobby of the 


* pouse of Commons and has the ear of 


fie Parliamentary Pacifist Group, of 
1ose Convention Committee he is 
lirman....page twelve. 
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opposed to General Franco. Over a 
thousand of their parents are known to be 
in Republican Spain, many of them fight- 
ing for the Republic. 

Parents of other children are in 
France, where the number of Basque 
refugees is already so large that the 
French Government is unwilling to 
accept more. In the case of both 
groups, said the committee, 

it would, in our view, be a dishonourable 

breach of trust if they were returned to 

Bilbao where, in the absence of their 

parents, they would almost certainly be 

put into reformatories or other institutions, 
there to be—in the insurgent authorities’ 
own phrase—re-educated” . . . with the 
result that they would be permanently 
alienated and separated from their parents. 

Meanwhile news from Spain shows 
to what conditions repatriated children 
have gone back. In the Daily Express 
last week Hilde Marchant described 
the arrival of 103 Basque children at 


Drawn by Low. 


the frontier: — 


The guards who met us were rude and 
bullying. There were no thanks. The men 
refused to tell us if they were really being 
sent to their homes. 


People were camping out on stations 


It seems that another 

meet is beinp arranged 

to hunt the unfortunate 

Basque children out 

of the country. 

“the hittle beggars 

tke bem hunted, 
y'know 


vA 


(Courtesy, Evening Standard.) 


waiting to meet our train. They came 
forward, asked if their child was with us, 
and said: ‘Thank God" when the answer 
was ‘‘No.” 


The incident I described at the frontier 
disturbed me terribly . . . I felt convinced 
they were not going to their parents. I 
felt they had been trapped. 


Yet Sir Arnold Wilson had described 
the arrangements made for the care 
and sustenance of children as such as 
“would do credit to any Government.” 


EFFECT OF 
THE CAMPAIGN 


The effect of the campaign for the 
children’s return is liable to be a mis- 
taken belief that nearly all the children 
have returned to Spain. This is not so. 


In the case of the Peace Pledge 
Union’s Basque House, for instance, 
children who have returned to Spain 
have been immediately replaced by 
others. 

Of the 64 children in the house, 
fourteen have not yet been 
“adopted.” If these children 
were adopted all would be secure 
against the effects of such propa- 
ganda. 

Sixpence a week from twenty people 
would secure the adoption of one such 
refugee. 

Only immediate financial support, 
therefore, can safeguard the refugees 
from having their guardians’ hands 


forced by economic reasons brought 
about by the campaign for their return. 


(Leading article, page six.) 
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N this commentary we are spe- 
] cially concerned with political 
action. We are anxious to 
discover, and to persuade poli- 
ticians to tread, the road to world 
peace, in so far as political action 
can lead toward that goal. 
Our British 
politics has. revealed the very large 


analysis of current 
part which fear is playing in them, 
how it is muzzling the Right and 
the Left that 


structive policy which it professes to 
support, and which alone can ensure 
peace. 


diverting from con- 


There is clearly little to hope for 
from the Right, as its fate is closely 
bound up with the vested interests, and 
thus with imperialist exploitation and 


domination. Its tendency will be to 
undermine, by a skill which hides its 
intent, every proposal which would 
weaken the power of British financial 
interests, precisely as it undermined 
the Disarmament Conference. 


The position of the Labour Party is 
very different. Labour knows quite 
well what is wrong, the truth about 
imperialism. But the fear of fascism 
leads it away from constructive action 
and toward war, via boycotts and sanc- 
tions, in order to “‘stop the aggressors.” 


That situation raises a very serious 
issue for pacifists, especially as foreign 
policy is the axis round which all 
politics revolve today. As no calamity 
can be worse than another war, no 
pacifist can possibly vote for a can- 
didate who supports a policy which 
falls back on war in the last resort. 
I therefore conclude that pacifists 
ought to demand of candidates a two- 
fold assurance as the minimum con- 
dition of giving their vote, viz.:— 

1 That | they wilt ceaselessly demand 
concentration upon constructive peace 
action, measures which aim at establishing 
economic justice and substituting inter- 


national economic cooperation for 
imperialism. 


2. That they will refuse to support or 
sanction any policy which falls back on 
war in the last resort. 


The pacifist movement is now so 
powerful that its influence is beginning 
to be feared. The recent special 
feature article by Sir Norman Angell, 
in the Daily Herald, is a sufficient testi- 
mony to that. 


It is profoundly important that that 
influence should be used to the utmost, 
and increased, and thus that members 
of the Peace Pledge Union and all 
other pacifists should get into touch 
with their MPs and candidates and 
compel them to face the meaning and 
implications of pacifism as a matter 
of great urgency. 


The Van Zeeland Report 


"THAT carries me to the Van| 


' © Zeeland Report, since that 
report brings many of the demands 
which the PPU has been making dur- 
ing recent months into the news and 
into the arena of practical politics. 


Here is a golden opportunity for 
all PPU members and groups. One 
of the things we ought to do in con- 


nexion with this report is to remind | 
the Labour Party that many of its | [pn 


proposals are to be found 


WILFRED WELLOCK on Foreign Affairs 


New Move vy Germany? 
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labour's programme and that they 
provide an acid test of its sincerity, 
of its intention to remove the evils 
of imperialism and the causes of 
war, and to rise above the fear of 
fascism by the pursuit of construc- 
tive peace action. 


The removal of trade barriers, of the 
obstacles to the purchase of essential 
raw materials by all nations, the inter- 
nationalization of all Mandates, the 
adoption of the open-door policy 
regarding markets, raw materials, in- 
vesting rights in all colonial territories, 
the giving of financial a‘sistance to 
countries in need upon adequate 
guarantees —all these recommenda- 
tions, contained in the report, move in 
the right direction. 


By advocating their adoption it will 
be possible to test the sincerity of 
political parties and, what is far more 
important, to educate the public on the 
causes of war and the conditions of 
peace. Partics which are prepared to 
sacrifice peace to the demands of 
private inierest, or to fear, must be 
exposed. 


We shall strengthen the cause of 
peace by revealing the price of peace, 
the paltry price which many politicians 
are prepared to refuse to pay, even to 
escape a war which would shatter our 
civilization. The fact that the Van 
Zeeland Report has been received so 
coolly by the Prime Minister is suffi- 
cient indication of the fate which 
awaits it. Let that fact quicken our 
zeal to enlighten the public, for educa- 
tion and understanding are the basic 
conditions of peace. 


Arlicle Sixteen 


HE Geneva discussions of 
Article Sixteen reek with 
hypocrisy. 


Article Sixteen was introduced into 
the Covenant in order to enforce the 
new territorial conditions created by 
the “Peace” Treaties, and was never 
intended to operate between Powers 
with vital common interests, or if it in 
any way cut against vital interests. 


Were the big Powers to seek to 
remove some of the evils which the 
Van Zeeland Report lays bare— 
evils which are the cause of aggres- 
sion today—Article Sixteen would 
settle itself, and pass into oblivion. 


One imperialism begets another. 
The big Powers will discuss anything 
except justice; yet without justice 
neither Article Sixteen nor anything 
else can be of the slightest avail. It is 
therefore incomprehensible that in pre- 
sent circumstances liberal and labour 
politicians should continue to demand 
“sufficient force behind the League to 
deter aggression. .. .” Cannot these 
people be induced to — substitute 
“justice” for “force” in their “actual” 
policies? There lies a task for the 
PPL, 


Watch Germany! 


MPORTANT events are hap- 

pening in Germany these 
days. A revolt of Reichswehr generals, 
who have never quite accepted nazism, 
has been met by a step which means 
that the entire military forces of Ger- 
many are to be completely nazified. 


The simple fact is, as I have pre- 
viously hinted, that Hitler is being 
driven by the force of circum- 
stances in a Leftward direction. 
Capitalism is being placed in a 
straitjacket, and is in revolt. Do 
not be surprised if Germany makes 
some very unexpected evolutions 
in the very near future. 


I hope to return to this topic shortly. 
the meantime watch Germany 


in| rather closely! 
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Many Have no Faith in 
Fascism 


(Impressions of Italy by a Correspondent recently in 
that country) 


NEVER thought I could feel so sorry for a whole pcople as I 
felt for the Italians. 


I 


animated only by a great desire to help. 


Even if I had gone there in a war-like 
spirit or with ill will, I should have left as a pacifist and 


I suppose all of us who see in armed defence only a way to self-destruction 
feel sorry for those who persist in their faith in violence. As a pacifist I could 
therefore only pity the real, enthu- 
But I pitied him for 
another reason: for his complete lack 


siastic fascist. 


of faith in anything good in man. 


For example, after explaining to 
a group of friends the ideas and 
policy of the Peace Pledge Union 


a well-bemedalled one said to me: 
“We know that Miss. Slade, 
Gandhi's disciple, is an English spy, 
and we suppose that Gandhi him- 
self is one. In view of this we can 
only think that the members of the 
PPU are also in the pay of the 
British Government.” 1 


Some say he doesn’t know of the 
poverty in Italy. 


PEACE NEWS 
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BY WAR 


American Aid in Spain 
TT is exceedingly cold in the moun- 

tains of northern Spain. Snow lies 
deep in the passes. There is great 
suffering in many villages devastated 
by recent marching and counter- 
marching of armies. 

Letters from American Friends 
Service Committee workers tell of the 
need for clothing, bedding, and child- 
ren’s food in the provinces that were 
battle scenes last summer. 

ON BOTH SIDES 

Much of the distribution of chiid- 
ren’s clothing is done through the 
schools, just as twenty years ago 
millions of children were fed by 
Service Committee workers in schools 
throughout Germany. 

Relief work is proceeding on both 
sides, and from loyalist Spain, where 
American Friends Service Committee 
workers are also engaged in feeding 
and clothing refugees, have come 
letters describing the operation of 
hospitals in Murcia, Almeria, and 
Alicante, and the opening of a new 
clinic for the infants of refugees in 
Almeria. 


I think L can safely say that 1 dia} APMS Interests Behind America’s 


not leave anybody long in doubt cf 
our sincerity, even though they did 
think us rather simpletons. 


Big Navy Drive 

President Roosevelt's recent message 
to the U.S. Congress, demanding a 
heavy increase in America’s navy, gives 
particular interest - to the following 
message from a correspondent in’ an 
American naval town. 


NOT MANY 
ARE FASCISTS 


However, if you consider the fascists 
(and. by fascists I mean those who 
believe in fascism) you consider only 
a small part of the Italian population. 


From Our Own Correspondent 
SAN DIEGO, California. 


‘THIS is a naval town. Nearly every 

day | see destroyers, battleships, 
aeroplane carriers, and submarines in 
the harbour. 


Many are those who really see that 
the country is going down a slippery 
slope, who ask themselves: Where 
shall we end? For these ,¥/ felt more 
sorry than for the others, for they see 
and they cannot lift a voice or do any- 
thing. 


The cost of one destroyer is from 
fifteen to twenty million dollars, yet in 
less than a year it is out of date and a 


At heart they know it is all wrong, 
but what can they do? ... “One must 
live and keep the family. Let us make 
the most of it while it lasts, and get 
out of Italy if possible to Abyssinia, 
where there is more freedom and 
more scope.” 


Devils become Angels 


NE of the remarkable 

results of the war in 
China has been that the troops of 
Chiang Kai-shek, who were de- 
picted yesterday, when they 
fought against the red armies, as 
murdering hordes, are acclaimed 
today as heroes and anti-fascists. 


So, too, anti-fascist literature 
presents the Italian peasant and 
working-class youths as being ex- 
ploited and trampled on by 
fascism (as part of the Italian 
masses) and at the same time as 
fascist hordes (as part of Franco's 
army).—Persdienst. 


But most of all I felt sorry for the 
shilds™. For me, the most wicked 
hin «shat fascism is doing is the 
pois ~ ag of the minds and hearts of 
the young. They do not lose any 
time in telling them that “the enemy” 
must be killed, they start in the nursery 
schools, and so these little ones grow 
up looking round for this “enemy.” 


As a woman I pity the women 
because they don't think at all. 


GREAT POVERTY 
AND MISERY 


There is great poverty and misery in 
the country and I was touched by the 
general kind-heartedness toward the 
poor. 
new one is demanded by the navy 


eal fascist won't admit this * 
U peer Officials. 


poverty exists. Because there is a lot 
of charity and help he thinks there is 
no poverty. The aged are particularly 
in need of help. The State has no use 
for them, so they get rather forgotten. 


And, of course, they cooperate with 
the shipbuilding interests, with muni- 
tion makers and, more recently, with 
oil concerns. (Recently a Left-wing 
journal asked, “Which Standard Oil 
tank are you going to fight for in the 
next war?’’) 


According to some, Mussolini does 
not know of this poverty, he thinks all 
is well. It has often been suggested to 
me that Mussolini is all right, that it 
is the people around him who have a 
good time at the country’s expense. 
However that may be, I found that this 


Although it seems rather silly to 
work up feeling against Japan 


Pe! a : th 1 certain] When our largest trade is with that 
' f fling of eMedsrity ae y country, the broadcast of the 
4 MY 
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Panay incident through the press, 
radio, and cinema is planned to 
work up enough indignation so that 
the Government can increase its 
armaments even more. 


A FORCE FOR PEACE 


sae : 
On the other hand, the cooperative | Fesisicrs International, 


movement in the United States stands 
forthright for peace and against the 
things that make for war. 


Its voice is small compared with the 
movement in Britain, but it is growing, 
and many of us in the far western 
part of the United States are helping 
it to grow. 


Church, peace, and cooperative 
people recently had an all-day con- 
ference with Kirby Page (an American 
nonconformist minister well known as 
a pacifist and socialist). A communist, 
or near-communist, said to me later : — 

If we could all live as he suggests and 
as he lives there would be no wars. He 
is almost a saint. He is too good for us. 

Perhaps that is the way you in 
Britain felt about Dick Sheppard. 


Following the refusal of Middles- 
brough dockers to load the Japanese 
ship Haruna Maru, a similar stand 
was made by dockers in London last 
week, and the cargo had not been 
loaded when the ship left London. 


Women to Study Economic 


Questions 


_ Following its usual custom of meet- 
ing at least once a year away from 
Geneva, the Peace and Disarmament 
Committee of the Women’s Inter- 
national Organizations will meet at 
une Hague, Holland, from March 1 
to 3. 


On March 2 there will be an all-day 
study conference on “Economic Fac- 
tors in the Relations of Nations.” 
Mrs. Barbara Wootton, the well- 
known English economist and writer 
will be the chief speaker. This con- 
ference is open to visitors. There will 
be a small entrance fee. 


Further particulars are obtainable 
from the Peace and Disarmament 
Committee of the Women’s Inter- 
national Organizations, Palais Wilson, 
Geneva, Switzerland. 


Foreign News Page 


TOLD OF THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION| Soldier’s Pride in 
MEETING NEEDS LEFT 


His Job 
MAKES HIM FORGET IDEALS 


bh (BU was I who Ied the Brunete 

attack. I set out with 10,000 
men... 5,000 I left on the battle- 
field.” 


This was the boast of the ‘“‘com- 
munist hero Lister,” leader of the 
Lister brigade of the Spanish Repub- 
lican Army, in an interview with Clara 
Candiani, published in the Dépéche 
de Toulouse. 

“Why does he seem to feel more 
pride than sorrow?” asked Clara 
Candiani, without trying to answer 
this question. Robert Louzon pointed 
in the right direction when he wrote 
in La Révolution Prolétarienne (in a 
different connexion): — 

We always see that he who has once 
become a soldier is thereafter exclusively 
influenced by “the interest of the army” 
and not by that of his original social class, 
with which he no longer feels any 
solidarity. 

For this reason Lister accepts hier- 
archy and discipline and asserts that, 
however illogical an order given during 
an attack, soldiers must execute it, on 
pain of death. 

The revolutionary army has only 
room for commanders whose mentality 
is, at least in one respect, contra-revo- 
lutionary. Hence the so very speedy 
degeneration from a_ revolutionary 
point of view of all so-called revolu- 
tionary armies.—Persdienst. 


469 Men in Prison 


To the Editor, PEACE NEWS 
May | call the attention of your 


readers to the work of the War 
of which the 
eace Pledge Union is the British 


section? This work falls into three 
categories : — 

First of all, linking up war resisters in 
all countries. A large number of men are 
brave enough to face imprisonment, 
poverty, and obloquy by resisting conscrip- 
tion. In 68 countries there are individuals 
or groups working actively for peace in 
this determined way, and 469 such cru- 
saders are known to our organization to be 
in prison for their conscience. 

The second category of our work is a 
happier one, though also the most difficult. 
It consists in efforts for the release of these 
brave men, and material help to their 
dependants, who may have no other sup- 
port. Last year it was known to us that 
82 received their freedom. 

Thirdly comes the relief work in Spain, 
which our members there have taken up, 
supported by funds from this and other 
countries as a sign of international sym- 
pathy with victims of the cruel war. 

All this work demands great 
patience. A knowledge of fourteen 
languages is essential in its corres- 
pondence, and ever-increasing funds 
are called for as the work develops. 

May I beg your readers to help us 
financially, that we may be able to Pass 
on this help to those who are in such 
great need? 

A. RUTH FRY. 
Honorary Treasurer, War 


Resisters’ International. 
11 Abbey Road, Enfield, Middlesex. 


AN AFRICAN PROBLEM 


A conference composed of thirty 
people with expert and personal know- 
ledge of African affairs, called into 
being by the Anti-Slavery and Abori- 
gines Protection Society, has drawn 
up a memorandum dealing with the 
industrialization of the African, fol- 
lowing a study of the problem lasting 
some months. 

It is believed that no survey of 
the kind has been attempted before. 

Copies of the memorandum may be 
obtained, price 6d., from the Anti- 
Slavery and Aborigines Protection 
Society, Denison House, Vauxhall 
Bridge Road, London, S.W.1. 
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PEACE 
GROUP NOTES 


By JOHN BARCLAY 


E PREPARED is not only a good 
reminder for scouts: but it should 


Headquarters’ Notes 


By MAX PLOWMAN 


é( PRUDENCE is a rich, ugly old B 

maid courted by Incapacity.” 
The proverb leapt to mind when the 
Dean of St. Paul's said of his friend 
Dick Sheppard that he “was not always 
prudent”; and 1 think it singularly apt 
to the occasion; for the proverb has 
been well described by one admirable 
commentator as a maxim designed for 
those about to set out on a revolution- 
It is perfectly true, of 


be the perpetual stzte of mind of the 
pacifist. 
scaremongering I do want to urge 


Without being accused of 


every group leader, and indeed every 
member of the PPU, to be alert and 
At 
any moment we may be expected to 


aware during the coming weeks. 


obey, whereas in the past we have been 
expected to volunteer. A_ subtle 
change has been going on in the word- 


ing of speeches made by those in 
charge of black-outs and ARP demon- 
strations. Not long ago we were asked 
to “cooperate” by covering windows 
and shading lights. Now we are told 
that windows must be darkened and 
lights extinguished. The old army 
saying that “A soldier is not expected 
to think” is being offered to the 
civilian. The famous lines 


ary enterprise. 
course, that Canon Sheppard was not 
always prudent; for if he had been, he 
would never have founded the Peace 
Pledge Union, which is nothing if it is 
not a revolutionary enterprise, all the 
more revolutionary because it will be 
pursued only by peaceful means. 


* * * 


But to decline to dally with Prudence 
and seek her grudging favours is not 
to fall headling in love with Impru- 
dence. As I see it, our job is to be 
totally unconcerned with either of 
this unblest pair of syrens; and we 
certainly shall be if we pursue our 
purpose with the zest it requires. In 
the fight for peace, all the old rules 
of war apply, and not least among 
them, that of maintaining the initiative. 
If you are going to keep the initiative 
it's no good looking up the rules of 
precedence in the musty old files of 
Prudence: the circumstances will and 


“Theirs not to reason why, 
Theirs but to do and die” 


are now to be the epitaph of women 
and children as well as that of the mis- 
guided heroes of Balaclava. 


What can we do to be forearmed? 
First we can point out with untiring 
persistence that behind the ARP acti- 
vities lies the machinery of conscrip- 
tion, and next we must call together 
the most active members to prepare 


, must be unprecedented; therefore you 
must take a risk, and to decline to do 
so is as culpable in the struggle for 


peace as ever it was in the fight of war. 


Colonel of my regiment lost 


command. 
* * * 


leading to the abyss is a question that 


Seem een eR 


the longer you contemplate it. 
|» number of subjects that offered them- 
Y selves for this column is indicative. 
- The preliminary shelling that has 
| begun on the Conscription line prior 
to the general attack. Sir Norman 
Angell’s hymn in praise of the British 
Empire in Time and Tide, or Odette 
Keun’s discovery in the same journal 
that pacifism is the self-righteous form 
of the dance of death—both items 
perfectly symptomatic of the status 
quo mind faced with the need for 
moral revolution. The wonderful way 
in which ARP measures, with their 
dug-outs and gas-masks, are to be 
linked up with health and beauty and 
keep-fit campaigns. The Van Zeeland 
Report and how perfectly its reception 
illustrates the inability of either Left or 
Right to do anything but hurry on the 
.) day of their mutual annihilation. The 
terrific campaign for peace which the 
women of this and every country ought 
at least to see the chance for, now that 
the mother and housewife is being 
required to run the war machine. 
We live already beleaguered by war. 
| What is the best way to show the 

people their danger and the only way 


out of it? 
| * * ¥* 


Lee 


There’s the move to new Head- 
quarters impending: there’s the new 
and enlarged PEACE NEWS coming 
/ very shortly; and there’s our first 
} Annual General Meeting with its con- 
) sideration of a PPU constitution. Of 
[ that I will only say here, let us see to 
| it that the fairy god-mother attending 
\_ its birth is not that rich, ugly old maid 
‘who Is Courted by Incapacity. 
hh q 
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Just for prudently doing nothing, the 
his 


But what to do in a world now 
plunging headlong down the slope 


becomes more and more staggering 
The 


the way for what may well be the 
greatest peace campaign we have yet 
undertaken. 


On February 3rd the Brighton 
group held a public meeting in the 
Royal Pavilion. At the last minute a 
larger room had to be obtained owing 
to the demand for seats, and even this 
was packed. Dr. D. H. Crow and 
Philip Mumford made a devastating 
attack on ARP, and Kenneth Wray of 
the Hastings Group debunked the 
rearmament race. A large number of 
questions were asked, and two reports 
I have had of the meeting show that 
it was one of the best we have had 
lately. This successful meeting in a 
town like Brighton should be the first 
of many in similar places. Remember, 
even the Blimp will turn! 


Devon, the home of Frobisher, 
Raleigh, and Drake, has begun to 
move in the direction of pacifism. 
During the week-end January 29-30 
meetings held at Torquay, Newton 
Abbot, and Dartington drew large 
audiences to hear Stuart Morris, 
Laurence Housman, and Miss Thor- 
neycroft. Asa result of these meetings 
new groups have been formed and on 
March 4 and 5 I hope to go down to 
discuss the formation of a Devon 
regional committee with leaders from 
all parts of the country. The success 
of this new activity is entirely due to 
one man—E. C, Maddox, of Newton 
Abbot, backed up, as he undoubtedly 
was, by such people as W. B. Currie 
of Dartington Hall and local meme +s. 


Between March 18 and 24 several of 
us will be visiting North and South 
Wales to cooperate with the local 
leaders in an attempt to establish a 
Welsh regional council. I am certain 
that Welsh pacifism has in it the 
religious dynamic which can be com- 
pared to the energy within the atom. 
If only a way can be found to release 
this force beyond the borders of Wales 
we shall see a religious revival which 
will astonish the archbishops, for it will 
be based on the truth that Christianity 
and pacifism are synonymous. 


NEWS 


The Notice Board | Devon Shows Great 


More volunteers wanted for Bir- 
mingham poster parades: 6.30 p.m., 
February 18; 3 p.m., March 5. Meet 
at 42 Carrs Lane. 

Collecting boxes for use in raising 
funds for the PPU must be obtained 
only through group leaders, who can 
get them from 96 Regent Street, W.1. 

Volunteers are required for poster 
parades every Saturday. Meet at the 
PPU offices, 96 Regent Street, at 6.45 
p.m. 

Pacifist postal workers in London, 
E.C. area, please communicate with 
City PPU group, 13 Paternoster Row, 
E.C.4. 

All who would be willing to put up 
delegates to annual general meeting 
for night of April 2, write John 
Barclay, 96 Regent Street, W.1. 

The Wimbledon dramatic group is 
performing Black ’Ell at a PPU Social 
in No. {1 room (Small Hall), Labour 
Hall, 267 Broadway, Wimbledon, 7.30 
p.m., February 26. Pacifists inter- 
ested in acting are invited with view 
to joining this dramatic group. Tickets, 
Ils., including refreshments, from C. 
Howard, 23 Cowdrey Road, S.W.19. 


Members Send Some 


Holiday Suggestions 


"THE suggestion that an Easter week- 

end party abroad for PPU 
members should be arranged in collab- 
oration with one of the big travel 
organizations has been made by Mr. 
S. E. Hales, secretary of the Andover 


group. 
In_ his 
writes : — 

The Polytechnic Chalets at Grindelwald 
and Lucerne and Cook's walking tours in 
the Rhineland are two attractive and inex- 
pensive alternatives. The organization 
concerned would make all the arrange- 
ments, so that it would not cost the PPU 
anything, and it would guarantee a number 
of pacifists a good holiday in congenial 
company and add to the good fellowship 
within the movement, which is one of our 
greatest assets. 

I think there would be quite a large 
number who would like to join such a 
party, that is, if it did not last longer than 
from Thursday evening to Tuesday morn- 
ing (which are my limits). This, with the 
long sea journey each way (Dover-Ostend), 
sleeping on boat, would give four days on 
the Continent, and the cost should not be 
more than £5 a head, probably much less 
for the Rhineland hike. 

Anyone interested should write to 
Mr. Hales at The Drove, Weyhill 
Road, Andover, Hampshire. 


DEVON HOLIDAYS 


Another holiday suggestion comes 
trom Mr. E. C. Maddox, secretary of 
Newton Abbot group, who asks all 
members who intend to visit Devon 
for the coming summer holidays to get 
in touch with him. 

Not only do Devon groups want to 
make friendships with members from 
other parts, but other valuable work 
can be done. Mr. Maddox writes: — 

Can we so organize holidays that as 
many friends as possible could come at 
about the same period? If so, can we 
arrange, perhaps, group socials, poster 
parades, selling of PEACE NEWS in back- 
ward areas? 

Good, clean accommodation will be 
found if required. Visits to places of 
interest can also be arranged. 

Mr. Maddox lives at 39 Manor 
Road, Newton Abbot, Devon. 


letter to headquarters he 


Another Member Writes on 


Religious Controversy 

I wish speakers at mass meetings for 
pacifism would remember that the 
PPU membership is made up of most 
religions and none. 

I have in mind the meeting in Isling- 
ton Town Hall on January 19. Donald 
Soper spoke as though no one would 
ever have been a pacifist were it not 
for the ethical teaching contained in 
the New Testament. As a member of 
the PPU and the Church of England 
I object to this. I joined the PPU 


| because I was given to understand that 


ad 
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Enthusiasm 


NEW groups of the PPU are shortly Ly 

to be formed in Tiverton, Bideford, y, 
Barnstaple, South Molton, Dartington Js 
Halli, and Totnes. of 


This news follows upon the holding 3f 
of a South Devon rally where great C- 
enthusiasm was shown. 


A public meeting at Tiverton je 
addressed by Roy Wulker, and others 4} 
at Torquay, Dartington Hall, and ~ 
Newton Abbot, where the speakers e 
included Elizabeth Thorneycroft, Laur- 
ence Housman, Stuart Morris, and - 
Roy Walker, were features of the 
rally. . 


The organization and preliminary 
publicity were carried out by the local 
groups. Handbills printed on the back 
of the Mrs. Higes — Pacifist leaflet 
were a novel feature of the campaign. 


The success of the rally was in large 
measure due to the cooperation of Mr. 
and Mrs. Elmhirst of Dartington Hall, 
Totnes, who entertained the speakers 
and placed the beautifully appointed 
Barn Theatre at the disposal of the 
union for a meeting. 


On February 24 and 25 a further 
rally will take place in North 
Devon, where meetings at Barn- 
staple, Bideford, and South Molton 
will be addressed by Mary Gamble, 
Dr. Gray, Nigel Spottiswoode, and 
Wilfred Wellock. 


On March 5 a Devon regional con- 
ference will be held at Newton Abbot. 
John Barclay will be present. Anyone 
wishing to attend should write to the 
area organizer, E. C. Maddox, 39 
Manor Road, Newton Abbot. 


New Men Needed for a 
New World 


Besides dealing with purely business 
matters, Lewisham members at their 
annual general meeting listened to an 
address by Mr. George E. Ausden, of 
the Socialist Christian League, on . 
“Socialist Christianity and Pacifism.” ‘ 


The Socialist Christian League, said qT 
Mr. Ausden, did not as a movement }. 
accept pacifism; it was divided on this ; 
issue as was the case with so many , is “ce 
other organizations. ' 

All socialists, he said, were agreed | pe 
in the conception of a “new world,” 2 aif 
but the socialist Christians had also M3 tin 
the conception of a “new man” upon ny ba 
which a new world can be built. The jf mc 
Socialist Christian League must, he | a i Le 
thought, if it is to be logical, become | dif 
a pacifist movement, and the pacifist Ce 
must find within such a movement as | a 
the SCL the practical application of ap] 
his ideal. ul 


Out of a movement at once paci- 
fist and socialist there might arise 
a new political movement greater 


<_ 


and more idealistic in outlook than a 
any the world had known. t if t 
Pi wil 
An offer made on behalf of the local q a a Pi 
PPU group to supply each week a ? Ae for: 
copy of PEACE NEWS for exhibition #4) | hav 
in the Gilstrap Free Library, Newark, | ; mo! 
has been turned down by the Library { wel 
Committee. (“Not a propaganda 2) \ join 
sheet"—page eight.) : } Of 
1a “Tig 
it would not be run for the glory, or A vin 
to propagate the policy or teaching, of f ae 
any party or sect. | hav 
It is up to PPU members to realize | hav 
that the cause must come before party : | tute 
or creed, that it may become a power that 
to remould society. This can be done } ) you 
only if we avoid religious controversy. , ears 
A. FOSTER. Lea; 


7 Finn House, 
Bevenden Street, 
Hoxton, London, N.1. 
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IS IT PEACE? 


The BBC’s “Way of Peace” Broadcasts 
By NIGEL SPOTTISWOODE 


6¢°;T'HE peace-loving peoples are 
guite strong enough to enforce 
peace everywhere if only they have the 
courage to act.” This peculiar paradox 
is remarkably reminiscent of Musso- 
lini’s ‘peace through a forest of 
bayonets,” yet it comes from_ the 
mouth of Lord Cecil, president of the 
League of Nations Union. The chief 
difference between Mussolini and Lord 
Cecil is that I] Duce has put the theory 
into practice and worked out its logical 
conclusions with the result that he now 
appears as the arch-warmonger and is 
quite out of the running for the Nobel 
Peace prize. ; Maal 
Let's look at the thing realistically. 
What Cecil's policy amounts to is an 
armed alliance between Great Britain 
and France, with Russia and America 
if they can be roped in. This alliance 
will be ranged against “the aggressor” 
—that is, any country which breaks the 
Covenant of the Geneva League. Un- 
fortunately, the potential lawbreakers 
have formed a rival League—and a 
more efficient one, for its members are 
well armed, well trained for war and 
joined together by military agreements. 
Of course, the rival League hasn't got 
“right” on its side; Lord Cecil is con- 
vinced that God resides at Geneva, but 
Hitler and Mussolini think otherwise. 
And there’s no military advantage -in 
having God on your side if the enemy 
have got him too. Justice is not abso- 
lute, and if you think you are right 
that’s equivalent to being right, unless 
you acknowledge some authority as 
superior to your own. The League 
recognizes the League and the anti- 
League the anti-League. Each spins 


COLLECTIVE 
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on its own axis, driven by the force of 
self-interest, and spinning gathers the 
momentum of ever-increasing arma- 
ments. And we know what happens 
when they collide. 

“No arrangement to preserve peace 
can be relied on if the nations of the 
world continue to vie with one another 
in preparing for war. We must reduce 
and limit armaments by international 
agreement.” No, this is not an imprac- 
tical pacifist speaking, it is the voice 
of Lord Cecil in another part of the 
same talk. Yet his policy means in his 
own words that “you must put into the 
hands of the peaceful members enough 
power to prevent lawless attacks from 
succeeding and you must reduce the 
arms of all to a point which will make 
lawless violence powerless for evil.’ In 
other words, we must increase our 
armaments so as to make ourselves 
safe and at the same time reduce them 
so as to make other people safe. What 
is happening today is that every 
country in the world is following Lord 
Cecil's policy and “putting into the 
hands of the peaceful members (i.e., 
themselves) enough power to prevent 
lawless attacks.” It makes no differ- 
ence. whether some countries are 
“aggressive” and some “defensive.” 
“Enough power™ means enough power 
to win any war that one may be in- 
volved in. Today there is no military 
difference between aggressive and 
defensive wars. Whether a war is 
“aggressive” or “defensive” is today a 
matter of diplomatic quibbling. Both 
sides are doing the same thing with 
the same weapons and their popula- 
tions are suffering the same decimation. 
Centuries ago the aggressor in a con- 
flict could be demonstrably discovered 
by the fact that he was fighting on 
somebody else’s territory, but the 
bombing ‘plane has eliminated such 
realistic criteria. Today the aggressor 
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“ SECURITY ” 


Drawn by E. E. BRISCOE 


Scotland’s First Pacifist 


Socialists Line Up 
with Fascists 


From Our Own Correspondent 


IT EFT-WING socialists, usually the 
4-4 bitterest opponents of fascism, 
joined with fascists in opposing a 
pacifist motion proposed by Dr. Alex. 
Wood at a debate organized by the 
Cambridge University branch of the 
British Union of Fascists last week. 

The motion declared “that pacifism 
is the only effective reply to a threat 
of mass-violence,” and was opposed 
by Mr. Raven Thomson, a member 
of the BUF's London staff. 

It was carried by 57 votes to 27, 
thirty to forty people refraining 
from voting. 

The meeting was an open one and 
about 120 people were present. There 
was only time. however, for four 
speeches from the floo.s of the house 
—two on each side—and the two sup- 
porters of the fascist speaker were 
both Left-wing socialists. 


is defined by academic argument; if 
you seek the gallant defenders in the 
shambles of their ruined cities, you 
will conclude that all were equally 
righteous. 

How, then, can the vicious circle of 
competitive armaments be broken? 
Lord Cecil rejected the policy of 
unilateral disarmament as being too 
dangerous. But he suggested no alter- 
native. And he admitted indirectly 
that there was no alternative, for he 


(Continued in column 3, page 12.) 


Convention 


From Our Own Correspondent 


DACIFISM in Glasgow and in 

Scotland generally will be given 
a stimulus by the Parliamentary 
Pacifist Group convention which is to 
be held in the city on Saturday, 
March 12. 

Mr. Lansbury, Lord Ponsonby, 
Miss Mary Gamble, Mr. C. H. 
Wilson, M.p., and Mr. James H. Hud- 
son are expected to travel north for 
the occasion. Local speakers will 
include the Rev. James Barr, the 
Rev. A. C. Craig. and Dr. R. H. 
Thouless. Mr. Emrys Hughes. editor 
of Forward, will be in the chair. 

Responsibility for the organization 
of the convention has been assumed 
by the Glasgow branch of the Peace 
Pledge Union. Political, co-operative, 
industrial, pacifist, and religious 
organizations throughout Scotland 
are being circularized and invited to 
send delegates. Mr. Andrew White, 
3 Westbank Quadrant, Glasgow, W.2, 
is secretary of the organizing com- 
mittee. 


eke 


A large number of distinguished 
authors and publicists, many of them 
well-known broadcasters, have signed 
a letter sent to Sir John Reith which 
draws “attention to the partial atti- 
tude adopted by the BBC in regard 
to blood-sports.” 


/O# 


6 


p 
» Ju 


PEACE NEWS 


February 12, 1938 8 


Peace Petus 


Editorial, Publishing, and Advertisement Offices: 
17 Featherstone Buildings, London, W.C.1 


Subscription Rates: 
Quarterly: 2s. 9d. Yearly: 10s. 6d. 


THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION welcomes all who accept the 
pacifist doctrine, no matter what their approach. Its activity 
is not confined to the registration of those who are opposed 
to war, but promotes and encourages a constructive peace 
policy. Members are attached to local groups designed 
to achieve a communal peace mentality and extend the in- 
fluence of pacifism by propaganda and personal example. 


Give your pledge on a post card:— 
I renounce war and I will never support or 
sanction another. 


Sign this, add your address, and send the card to The Peace 
Pledge Union, 96 Regent Street, London, W.1. 
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HUNT THE CHILDREN 
INCE when has it become an offence for 
British people to offer the hospitality of their 

shores to the children of a country ravaged by 
war? We ask because letters, printed in large 
type, have been appearing in the most influen- 
tial columns of the press, howling for the return 
of the Basque children in tones that are 
singularly free from humanity or any sort of 
religion worthy of the name. What is happen- 
ing? Is England still a land of religious 
liberty? Or is our charity to be prescribed by 
those Catholic gentlemen who have the interests 
of General Franco so much at heart that the 
fate of a few thousand Spanish children is to be 
made a matter of quite inferior concern? This 
religio-political campaign for the immediate 
repatriation of the Basque children is certainly 


Cothe meanest, or as the New Statesman described 
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it last week, the dirtiest we have seen in a 
lifetime. 

It is not as if public money were involved, or 
the people whe“ are raising this hue and cry 
were themselves involved in the maintenance of 
the children. They are being kept out of the 
reach of the terror that rages in Spain, and has 
shown itself at its very worst during the very 
week these letters have appeared in our Press, 
by your charity and mine. Yet a term is to be 


FR, Set to our charity by gentlemen who have their 


own religious and political reasons for desiring 
to put an end to it; and it is at their bidding 
that pressure is being put upon the Joint Com- 
mittee for Spanish Relief, and every string 
behind the scenes is being pulled which might, 
at any price, get these children out of this 
country. 

Thanks to the charity and generosity of our 
members, and of persons purely interested that 
these children shall be saved from immediate 
contact with the worst horrors of modern war, 
the Peace Pledge Union has maintained, 
entirely by its own efforts, some sixty Basque 
children at a large country house at Langham, 
near Colchester, for the past nine months. The 
fates of many of these children’s parents is 
utterly uncertain and in some cases must remain 
unknown. Are we to pitchfork these infant 
refugees back into that inferno at the dictate of 
people who are merely concerned with political 


and religious strategy? It is not to be thought. As 
soon as we are assured that reasonable conditions of 
life and safety can be found, we shall return the 
children, in accordance with the terms upon which 
they were handed over to our care. Till then, we beg 
everyone who reads these lines to come to our rescue 
in-helping to maintain Basque House. We are quite 
confident about your response; but the need for more 
help is becoming urgent. 


PEACE AND: REVIVAL 


by the Rev. 


O apology need be made for linking these 
two ideas together. Indeed, they are so 
inseparably bound up with each other as 

to make anything approximating to spiritual 
revival an impossibility so long as the question 
of peace remains unsettled. 

As Canon Raven has well said, “the attitude 
of the churches to the question of peace and 
war might well be the acid test as to whether 
they are to survive and influence the nation.” 
If Christianity is to justify itself before the 
world, it must give proof that it is prepared to 
follow the Prince of Peace in practice as well 
as in word. In no other way has a “Recall to 
Religion” any chance of achieving its objective. 


To associate the Christian message with war 
is nothing but a complete contradiction. Even 
those who ovtwardly appear indifferent to 
religion are sufficiently aware of its true 
character to realize that hatrec°and fear and 
revenge are wholly alien to the mind and teach- 
ing of Jesus Christ. The principle holds here 
as in other things, that if we would impress 
others with the reality of our faith we must be 
sincere in our own allegiance to it. For peace 
to become the joyous possession of the world, 
those who claim that they know a better way 
than that of servitude to traditional methods 
and systems will need to declare their con- 
victions without equivocation or compromise. 
People will listen only when the note of deep 
sincerity rings out in the Church’s message. 


* 


Some may be inclined to think that revival] 
should precede peace, on the ground that 
human hearts and consciences require to be 
touched and changed before any appreciable 
advance toward happier world relationships 
can be made. 


But is it so? Are we not justified rather in 
affirming that peace is one of the essential pre- 
liminaries of revival—part of the tithe that must 
be forthcoming before the promised blessing is 
possible? How can we expect God to answer 
our prayers when at the same time we are coun- 
tenancing actions entirely opposed to His will? 
God will make bare His arm when He sees the 
Church truly in earnest on this matter and 
bringing forth fruits worthy of His blessing. 


Can it be a cause of wonder that the average 
individual is not only confused, but ready to 
ridicule the followers of Jesus Christ, when he 
sees the palpable contradictions so frequently 
in evidence in Christian assemblies and pro- 
nouncements? If war is contrary to the mind 
of Christ, that in itself is sufficient warrant for 
every Christian to oppose not only war itself, 
but also anything and everything that might 
involve the nations in war. We must be either 
for war or against it; we cannot serve two 
masters. 


* 


The Gospel of love and righteousness will 
win where the efforts of politicians and the 
subtle devices of diplomats fail. Is it not in 
this direction that the Church should bend its 
united efforts and employ the full weight of its 
influence? In his book Roman Catholicism 
and Freedom, so keen an observer as Dr. J. C. 
Cadoux says: 


- oye ——_—- -- 


H. J, DALE 


One of the great blots on Christian history is the 
incessant warfare that has gone on between Christian men; 
and one of the greafest blessings that could have befallen 
medieval Christendom would have been a general refusal 
of Christians, on grounds of conscience, to engage in it. 
Even the Turkish danger might have been more effectually 
dealt with than it was, had Christians been minded to 
convert the Turks instead of trying to kill them. 


In like manner not a few of those well fitted 
by personal knowledge to speak of the present 
situation in the East do nox hesitate to voice 
their opinion in the strongest terms. The 


attitude displayed by so-called Christian Powers _ 


is having anything but a beneficial influence 
upon non-Christian communities. Can we be 
surprised that those who are ignorant of the 
real nature of the Christian faith confuse it with 
what they see to be the nationalistic and 


political designs of the countries that send it to , 


them”? 


* 


When those who would justify war in certain 
circumstances refer to the general spirit of the 
age and insist that the Church’s action should 
be determined by the ethical level civilization 
has reached, they appear to forget that the 
Church is supposed to lead mankind, not to 
follow it; to be in advance of the conscience of 
the secularist, not to take its cue from him. 


The world’s hostility to the Church is not; 


always or necessarily due to a dislike of its . 


holiness, but rather to impatience with its 
hypocrisy. As A. J. Cummings put it in the 
News Chronicle on February 9, 1937: 


It may be an urgent political duty in a hopelessly un- 
Christian world to make the nationai defences as secure as 
possible against attack, but I should blush to defend war 
as being consistent with the Christian ethic. Surely it is the 
duty of the priests of Christ (if they believe in their calling) 
not to busy themselves in giving indulgences beforehand to 
potential Christian killers, but to preach and work passion- 
ately and with all their might against the yery idea of war as 
a method of settling human quarrels. 


* 


What obedience to the Christian ideal may 
involve it is impossible to say. Of one thing, 
however, we can be sure: it is the only way by 
which spiritual truth will win its way in the 
world and the evils from which men everywhere 
are suffering be done away. 


To follow Jesus Christ must mean the cross. 
That is the demand discipleship inevitably 
makes upon all who would truly serve the 
Kingdom of God. Always has it been by the 
path of suffering and sacrifice that the cause of 
righteousness has been advanced. So will it be 
again and again. The earth will be redeemed 
from its bondage and corruption as the spirit of 
Calvary becomes wrought out upon the stage 
of human life and experience and conduct. 


In the van of such a noble enterprise it is 
for those who profess allegiance to Jesus Christ 
to take their place. 
Satan; God’s work cannot be done with the 
devil’s tools. “O God, our help” is a hymn we 
often sing in our Christian worship, and with 
great gusto give voice to the conviction that 


Sufficient is Thine arm alone, 
And our defence is sure. 


Now is our opportunity to give practical: 
demonstration of our faith, and to help to bring 


that revival that shall prove the reality of it. | 
For of the many necessary conditions that have — 


to be satisfied before our goal is reached, not 
the least urgent is that of peace on earth ancy 
good will among men. 


Satan will never cast out - 
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‘Defence” Test 


(CLEVER play of the claim that we are building 
bombers only for defence was made by a Peace 

»Pledge Union member in a letter which he tried 

(unsuccessfully) to get into The Times. 


After pointing out that the provision of heavy 
bombers is “a practical recognition of the truth pro- 
pounded by the highest authorities that in aerial 
warfare the only effective defence is retaliation,” he 
wrote: 


I therefore propose that—as a national gesture of good will 
* —we should present to bath sides in Spain an equal number 
(say 500 each) of heavy bombers, together with the appropriate 
ammunition. By so doing we should demonstrate to the 
world, and to ourselves, our disinterested concern for the 
safety of civilian populations, and we should at the same time 
be able to test in a practical manner the value and effectiveness 
of a form of defence whose adoption can at present be 
justified in theory only. 


“From a National Standpoint” 


AA RITING on the insurance companies’ attitude to 
YY the exclusion of war risks, Mr. J. Victor Bibby, 
manager (for the Derbyshire and Yorkshire Area) of 
the Alliance Assurance Co. Ltd., said in the Sheffield 
Telegraph's trade supplement, December 31, 1937: 


On grounds of public policy, too, the writing of war risks 
can scarcely be defended. From a national standpoint ar, 
factor which acts as a drag on a drift toward war ought to be 
welcomed. It is a reasonable assumption that if the owners 
of factories and warehouses and stocks, and the heads of 
financial, banking, and commercial undertakings throughout 
the world had themselves o make good losses to their property 
due to war, the influences working for peace would gain in 
strength. 


, We Didn’t Say It 


NY fool can make war; but it takes a wise and courageous 
man to keep the peace. 


} So said Major Sir Francis Fetherston-Godley, 
national chairman of the British Legion, at the annual 
conference of the Legion's Eastern Area, February 5. 


re as 

' war } 

ple i .Prestige 

“ae ld THs is what Sir Frederick Whyte, authority on the 

isp { Far East, said on February 1 (reports the Man- 
chester Guardian) about Europe's lost prestige in the 

,  East:— 

It has been stated that the restoration of Western prestige 
in the East requires the dispatch of powerful fleet’. That is 
not what is required. The first step toward the,*e-establish- 

may — “ment of Western prestige in the East must be a return by 
ing, }” Europe to its old basis of fundamental unity. She must 
establish herself on the old besis of internal peace and order, 
y by and prove to the East that once more she is worthy to occupy 
the y her old place as the leader of the world. That is a necessary 
| ‘preliminary to regaining our prestige in the East and in India. 
aere gf 
| to 
| > Saint and— 
oss. it ir HAT do we condemn in war? Is it the fact that men 
bl are killed who all one day must die? Only cowards 
ably } would bring this accusation against war. What we condemn 
the f is the desire to harm, the implacable will, the fury of reprisals, 
+g 5 soe 
™ | the passion for dominion. , 
the 1a —-St. Augustine. 
eof | —soldier 
t be 2G ET sympathy out of your head. We washed sympathy 
med | cnn out of the Service years ago. We go out to kill: we don’t 
. ae * care how, so long as they are killed. 
it of ae) —Company sergeant-major to cadets, July 19, 1918. 
tage ae 
i" Hate 
itis fy T hated a fellow man long ago, 
hrist 7 AN, vr he compassed my spirit’s overthrow, ' 
out . We — And the years that followed were bitter with woe. 
\ . » * > 
the ¥ Ke And if someone had sent that man to his rest 


I think that my heart would have danced in my 
breast, 

And I dreamed that I sought him, and slew him 
with zest. 


But a week gone by the word went round 


tical ~ That my enemy's body was under the ground; 
ring And my heart was heavy and gave no sound. 
' 
f it. Only the wind and the skies made call 
qave _ “God have pity upon you all.” 

not | Herbert E. Palmer, Collected Poems. 
and ‘Sf 


PEACE _NEWS 


By J. Middleton Murry 


The Signs of the Times 


A Weekly Commentary 

HAVE been called to account, by several 
| correspondents, because I lately wrote that 

“we must not condemn a visible Church 
because it maintains that a man may be a 
Christian and participate in modern war: a 
Church must include more than Pacifists.” It 
is a pity, perhaps, that I was writing and not 
speaking: for the emphasis in the second 
sentence is on the word include. Do my 
critics believe that it would be a Christian 
attitude if the Church were to refuse its com- 
munion, or its membership, to all who were 
not declared pacifists today? I am sure they do 
not. What is it they are asking for? That the 
Church of England, speaking authoritatively, 
should declare that participation in modern 
war is unchristian? Any priest of the Church 
of England who believes that it is unchristian 
has full liberty to declare his belief. He has 
indeed subscribed an article to the effect that 
“it is lawful for Christian men, at the command- 
ment of the magistrate, to wear weapons and 
serve in the wars.” And hitherto in the history 
of the Christian Church that position has been 
universally accepted, if we understand it as 
meaning that “lawful” means not contrary to 
Christian law, 

Now there are some who take up the position 
that it is not, and never has been, “lawful for 
Christian men to wear weapons and serve in 
the wars”: because it has always been contrary 
to the expressed command of Christ. But the 
person who condemns the Christian Church on 
the ground that in permitting its members to 
serve in the wars it is transgressing the law of 
Christ must obviously be very certain that he 
himself is obeying the law of Christ in all other 
particulars. If he is. well and good; he is on 
firm moral ground: but I do not believe he will 
be forward to condemn others. He will try to 
enlighten them. He will be, I think, far too 
conscious of his own failure to fulfil the law of 
Christ in other, no less important, matters; he 
will be acutely aware of “the beam in his own 
eye.” And he will remember that Christ, when 
he healed the centurion’s servant, did not call 
upon that officer to resign the Roman service. 
Christ himself had no difficulty in accepting the 
soldier, or in declaring that he “had not found 
so great faith, no, not in Israel.” 

— * + * + 

The proposition that no soldier can be a 
Christian is, to my sense, a definitely 
unchristian proposition. It is clean contrary to 
the spirit of Christian charity, and to the 
behaviour of Christ. Christ did not deal in 
such propositions: his mind did not work in 
that way. And early Christianity was quite 
faithful to the spirit of Christ in reckoning the 
Roman soldiers who guarded the frontiers of 
the Empire as perfectly good Christians. The 
simple fact was that the End of all things, the 
great cosmic change which Christ expected, 
had not come. The early Church had to 
accommodate itself to the fact that history was 
not going to end; and it had, as a necessary 
condition of its own life and growth, to miti- 
gate many of the injunctions which owed their 
absoluteness to Christ’s expectation of the 
imminent End. By the second century 
Christians were praying for the safety of the 
Roman Empire, and honest enough to admit 


(Publishers, Messrs, Ernest Benn.)' that in willing the end, they willed also the 


means. 
since that time, who have enjoyed and profited 


It is to be desired that many pacifists 


by the security of the civil order, should have 
been as honest as the early Christians in this 
matter. 

It cannot suddenly be required of the 
Christian Church that it should throw over 
absolutely its age-old tradition that a soldier 
may be a true Christian. No imaginative 
person would make so unreasonable a demand. 
Yet, on the other hand—Contrary, not Nega- 
tion—it is precisely the imagination which must 
make that demand—roday. The basic fact is 
that the nature of war has utterly changed, even 
within the space of a generation. War is no 
longer war between soldiers: war is no longer 
a defence of civil order; war is no longer a thing 
that can be justified to any form of the Christian 
conscience. But let us not make that terrible 
fact the basis of an unjust indignation against 
the Christian Church, and pretend that the 
Church has, from its beginnings, been apostate 
to the law and spirit of Christ. If we are taking 
the Christian ground, let us at least be suffi- 
ciently Christian to acknowledge that it is a 
superhuman business for any individual to obey 
the law of Christ: let alone an institution. 


* * * * 

If we are going to accuse the Christian 
Church, let us not accuse it of being blind in 
the past, when it had the responsibility for the 
continuance of ordered society in a world that 
did not end; let us accuse it of blindness to the 
present, when it has no responsibility for the 
continuance of society, and is in a world that 
is likely to end. The failure of the Christian 
Church, to my mind, is that it has not discerned 
“the signs of the times” — strange signs of 
strange times, such as the Christian Church 
alone was called and appointed to discern. It 
has neither filled its lamps with oil nor trimmed 
them. It is not the Christian Church, but the 
secular imagination (if ever the imagination is 
secular) that has discerned the signs of the end 
in the world today. This is the moment when 
every priest of the Church of Christ should 
know that the appointed time is come: when he 
should be filled with the faith that walked 
abroad in Galilee and was unafraid of the 
terrible impending day when nation would rise 
against nation, and there should be woe to 
them that give suck and are with child in those 
days: when men were to pray that their flight 
be not in the winter. 


In those days the Christian faith was unafraid. It 
was joyful and sure: it knew that the hour of 
deliverance was nigh; it knew that the Son of Man, 
the Lord of Love, would be manifested in his 
kingdom, his power, his glory, and his love. Where 
is that faith, which is the Christian faith, in the 
Church of Christ today? 

I believe it should be there. I will not take it upon 
myself to say it is not there, in the hearts of many 
individuals; or that the spark may not become a 
flame. I feel that it must become a flame—a consum- 
ing flame of love. I believe that if the spark of 
Christian imagination were once ablaze in the 
Christian Church, it would again be uplifted by the 
knowledge that Christ was about to manifest Himself 
n his kingdom, his power, his glory, and his love. 

Do I condemn the Church? May be. But I do 
not condemn it for having sanctified the profession 
of soldier. If I were to accuse it I should accuse it for 
having lost its Christian faith: for having lost the * 
secret of Christian love. The secret of Christian 
love is the knowledge that one must be willing to die. 
If the Christian Church today were willing to die. . .. 
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IDEAS FOR ACTION 


How to Spread the Pacifist 
Message 


7. Exposing recruiting films. 


RECENTLY saw a film entitled 

Our Island Nation—as fine a piece 
of recruiting propaganda as has yet 
been produced. 


The film was without the semblance 
of a dramatic plot, and dealt with the 


maneuvres of the Mediterranean 


Fleet. 


It showed the infallible methods 
by which our food supplies are 
“protected,” and at the end we saw 
two boys, scarcely in their teens, 
with kit bags over their shoulders, 
Setting off to join the Navy. (it 
was, of course, a “U” film). 


While noticing the patriotic enthu- 
siasm it stirred among the audience, I 


thought that we pacifists must do 
something to neutralize this very 
successful form of propaganda. It was 
not the first, and neither will it be the 
last recruiting film. 


WHAT COULD 
BE DONE 


First of all, we need a central com- 
mittee in London to watch the premier 
release of all films and to pick out 
those which are obviously propaganda. 
They will also be required to put the 
pacifist case against the film with a 
view to the publication of pamphlets 
or leaflets, and carefully treating each 
film on its own particular merits, or 
rather defects. (For instance, I made 
a note of six points on which Our 
Island Nation could be attacked). 


The next step is to follow the 
general release of each film all over 
the country. Local groups must be 
notified in advance of the dates when 
propaganda films will be exhibited in 
their districts. 


It then remains for the local groups 
tc arrange demonstrations outside the 
cinemas, and to distribute leaflets to 
the audience as it leaves, pointing out 
the flaws in the film they have just 
seen. If the distribution of leaflets is 
not possible owing to financial reasons, 
letters published in all local news- 
papers, making the same points and 
appealing to all peace-lovers to boy- 
cott the film, would prove very 
effective. 

= * ¥ 

If this scheme were carried out fully, 
not only should we be neutralizing the 
effect of war propaganda, but we 
should also be providing positive peace 
propaganda and using yet another 
opportunity for putting the pacifist 
case. 

RONALD F. PHILLIPS 


",.. at last the right book has been a | 


THE HEART 


The Prevention and Cure of Cardiac Conditions 


By JAMES C. THOMSON 
[Thorsons, 3s. 6d.) 


A.S. Neill writes—". . . the most optimistic book 
I have read on any medical subject...1 wish! 
could give away a million copies.” 

From a Medical Doctor:—". . . . I feel that at 
last the right book has been-written... the needa 
of both patient and practitioner are supplied. 
Health & Life Editorial; —". . . combining 
sound physiology, sound reasoning. sound psy- 
chology and sound instruction . . . has its roots 
firmly in the strong soil of observation, techni- 
eal knowledge and experience." 


From all Booksellers, or 3s. 10d. by post from 
E.S.N.T., 11 Drumsheugh Gardens, Edinburgh, $ 


PEACE 


as S long as man is man, 
A there must be war,” we 
hear—‘“‘you can’t change 
human nature.” People speak 
glibly about the instinct of self- 
preservation as the basis of violent 
conflict, point to man’s long battle 
against the elements, against 
animals, against his fellow men. 
Violence, we are told, is in man’s 
blood. 


Yet there are groups of people 
whose blood seems to have been 
purged of this disturbing element— 
people whom most of us have never 
heard of, because they do not belong 
to our exclusive, western civilization 
with its traditions of physical combat. 
Anthropologists have brought stories 
of these “primitive” peoples which are 
difficult to reconcile with our provin- 
cial concept of human nature. 

Margaret Mead tells us that the 
Arapesh, dwelling in the mountains of 
New Guinea, are a cooperative society 
to whom “warfare is practically un- 
known.” 

“There is no feeling that to be brave 
or manly one must kill. Indeed, 
those who have killed men are looked 
upon with a certain amount of dis- 
comfort, as men slightly apart... 
The feeling toward a murderer and 
that toward a man who kills in battle 
are not necessarily different. There 
are no insignia for the brave.” 

The Arapesh have tried violence 
and found it to be bad; they have 
simply assumed that people do not 
naturally indulge in violence against 
one another. They have no sanc- 
tions to deal with it except the 
shame of going counter to the 
custom. 

The same is true of the Zufi, Pueblo 
Indians in South-Western America, de- 
scribed by Ruth Benedict. If a Zuni 
wife is unfaithful to her husband, he 
does not cut off part of her nose 
according to Apache custom; he goes 
quietly away to his mother’s house- 
hold. 

Among the Arapesh, when a man 
has a serious complaint to make about 
his wife, such as that she is incapable 
of feeding pigs, her primary responsi- 
bility, he places a sign outside his door. 
The sign is a piece of bark from the 


Signposts .. . 


VICTORY BY WAR 


leads to 


NEWS 


Primitive Peoples Who Know Not War 


by 
CAMILLA 
KEMPLE 


pigs’ feeding trough, with a spear 
through it. “Then everyone will 
know how he feels about the matter, 
but he need not discuss the matter 
with his wife.” 


LIOW, we ask, is this attitude of 
21 jon-violence developed? How 
are the tendencies to resist aggression 
or to assert one’s needs by physical 
combat submerged in these people? 

We see these tendencies in children 
at such an early age that we believe 
them to be instincts. They can be 
regulated, we say, but to wipe them 
out entirely would be impossible. We 
are afraid that even much regulation 
would be dangerous, that it would 
warp man’s natural character, turning 
him so far from the path of normal 
development that he could not keep 
his equilibrium, but would become 
perverted and would develop strange 
compensatory outlets for the sup- 
pressed natural forces. 

No Arapesh approves of violence 
or thinks it a sign of strong character. 
The ideal citizen is mild, affectionate 
and unaggressive. Violence is not 
used in discipling children. Parents 
try to avoid situations which will 
provoke a child, by giving him 
what he wants if it is harmless or 
hiding from him what is harmful. 
When a provoking situation does 
arise, the child's anger is ignored or 
he is shamed by social disapproval. 
The child is taught that all members 
of his society are relatives who love 
him. This early training in attitudes 
of non-violence results in a net-work 
of social relationships which we should 
consider abnormally peaceful. 

The Zufi, likewise, are reared in a 
world of affection and security where 
the most admirable virtue is coopera- 
tion. Institutions are organized so as 
to minimize conflict between  in- 


dividuals. Children are subject to 
group pressure rather than to 
authority. 


DOTH the Arapesh and the Zuni 
regard acts of violence against 


... from History 


MORE WAR 


THE following translation of an article in the “Volkischer Beo- 
“£ bachter” of January 28, 1938, tells how a Sudeten German 
experienced “the first Party Day” :— 

In the January days of 1923 the announcement of the French vio- 
lation of the Ruhr overwhelmed us all. 

So terrible was this event that it was felt far outside the boundaries 
of Germany. Above all the Sudeten Germans felt it. 


Czechoslovakia was preparing to 
Germany.” 


take part in the “sanctions against 


Although we National Socialists were only a small band 


we immediately took the offensive against this adventure of sanctions. 

It was at this very time that Adolf Hitler first held his party congress 
in Munich. So on January 25 I went to this kernel of resistance, to 
Munich, which was already known as the Mecca of National Socialists. 


The whole city was in an uproar. 


Great red placards on the adver- 


tisement columns announced “Down with Versailles, down with the 


violation of the Ruhr.” 


I was present at the Fiihrer’s first great meeting in the cardroom of 
the Hof Bréiuhaus. In simple words the Fiihrer gave us the position. 
Most of our meetings had been forbidden and provocative measures 
of repression were enforced by the Minister of the Interior. 


The Fiihrer’s answer was clear, 


sharp, and decided: all meetings 


would take place and he himself would speak everywhere. For the 
first time as I listened to his words I felt that Adolf Hitler was not only 


the great speaker and propagandist, 


but the Fiihrer. 


His movement received its first great impetus from the French 


violation of the Ruhr. 


their fellows as evidence of super- 
natural evil. When a Zufi is arrogant 
he is suspected of sorcery and ts liable 
to persecution until he has confessed 
the evil spirit within him. When a 
man goes so far as to kill another, his 
deed is conceded to be a tragic acci- 
dent and he is given the same treat- 
ment as a man or woman who has lost 
a spouse by death. He is believed to 
be in danger of abduction by the dead 
person and he must retreat into the 
safe custody of the priests and partici- 
pate in elaborate purgative ceremonies. 
Among the Arapesh, in the rare 
instances when a quarrel ends in 
slaughter, it is assumed that the sor- 
cery of the bordering Plainsmen has 
been at work. The killer is an object 
of sympathy and is expected to mourn 
with the rest of the community. If the 
death was intentional, the unfortunate 
killer must flee the community, but 
still he is considered the instrument of 
sorcery. His act is never looked upon 
as a natural expression of anger or of 
his instinct for self-preservation. It 
is an abnormal and fearful mystery. 


THE Arapesh and the Zufii, because 

of warlike neighbouring _ tribes, 
are forced to run counter to their 
peaceful habits to preserve themselves 
trom pillage and slaughter. But there 
are no insignia for the brave. There 
is no glory for the warrior, only pity 
and some fearful suspicion, as for all 
murderers. 

Growth is the dominant interest 
of both these societies. They are 
not concerned with material wealth. 
The land of the Zufi is rich in 
natural resources and its people have 
plenty of food and precious metals. 
But food is for subsistence and 

silver aids in supplicating the gods for 
rain. The Arapesh are poor; they 
must poo! what food they can grow 
that everyone may keep © alive. 
Clearly, violence in either society 
would be a nuisance. 


(This article was released by the No- 
frontier News Service). 


WAR TO 
END WAR 


66°T'HE war which will crush mili- 

tarism and end war will not be 
one in which the peace-lovers use the 
methods of the militarists, but one in 
which they meet the militarists first 
with the weapons of reason, justice, 
and conciliation, then with a cour- 
ageous, unyielding resistance, and 
finally, if need be, with a loyalty pre- 
pared to suffer for the things in which 
they believe.” 

This view is expressed by Dr. Alex. 
Wood in the February issue of 
Reconciliation (obtainable, price 3d., 
from the Fellowship of Reconciliation, 
17 Red Lion Square, London, W.C.1). 

Among other contents is an article 
by the Rev. H. Ingli-James on “A 
Pacifist Political Party.” 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


14d. per word, minimum 2s. 
Box number 6d. extra 


Latest Time for Copy MONDAY Morning 


ACCOMMODATION 


To Let 
YOUNG COUPLE (PPU) have 
charming divan room with or without 
attendance to let. Overlooking garden. 
Five minutes Met. station, Baker Street 


30 mins. On fringe of lovely country. 
Another semi - furnished room if 
desired. Any sharing arrangement 


considered.—Write Howe, 47 Potter 
Street, Northwood Hills, Middlesex. 


COMFORTABLE BED-SITTING- 


ROOM (lady). Pacifist home. Every 
convenience. Garden. Some attend- 
ance. 12s. 6d. inclusive. Meals 


optional——7 Thorverton Road, Lon- 
don, N.W.2. 


Wanted 


YOUNG COUPLE (PPU) require 
flat, three rooms, kitchenette, &c., N.E. 
London. Moderate rent. Vacant 
March.—Box 66, PEACE NEWS, 17 
Featherstone Buildings, W.C.1. 


BOOKS 


PEACE PLEDGE UNION Lib- 
rary: This is to remind you that there 
is a library of pacifist books at P.P.U. 
Headquarters. Catalogue and borrow- 
ing conditions on application to the 
Librarian, Peace Pledge Union, 96 
Regent Street, London, W.1. 


- EDUCATIONAL 


RESPECT FOR THE _ INDIVI- 
DUAL is the guiding motive of educa- 
tion at Sherwood School, Burgh Heath 
Road, Epsom. Junior House, 3—-9 
years. Senior House, 9—18 years. 
Vacancies for two boarders. 


WE BUILD for Peace—May we 
send a prospectus:—Felcourt School, 
East Grinstead, Sussex. 


HEALTH AND MEDICAL 


MISS J. D. WALLINGTON, health 
practitioner, osteopath, bonesetter, 
treats all conditions of ill-health by 
natural methods; particularly success- 
ful with nerve and digestive cases. 
Consultations by appointment. 1 Ash- 
ley Place, S.W.1 (Victoria 0131), and 2 
Norton Way North, Letchworth 


VARICOSE and LEG ULCERS. 
Permanently cured without medicine 
by the “Varul Treatment,” an external 
and reliable remedy. Send postcard 
for particulars to E. L. Fry, Manufac- 
turing Chemist, 18 Basing Place, Lon- 
don, E.2. 


ILLUMINATED ADDRESSES 

ALBUMS, SCROLLS, &c., from 
3 to 100 guineas. Battley Brothers 
Ltd. Printers and Publishers, The 
Queensgate Press, Clapham Park, 
8.W.4. 


COPY FOR 


Classified Advertisements 
should reach 


17 Featherstone Buildings 
London, W.C.1 


NOT LATER THAN 
first post on MONDAY 


PEACE STICKERS 
USE PEACE STICKERS on your 
correspondence. Is. per 100 post free. 
—F. Boor, Friendleigh, Disley, 
Cheshire. 


POLITICAL 
PACIFISTS who want a separate 
party but feel unable to join Christian 
Pacifist Party as full or associate 
members write, enclosing stamped 
envelope, to Box 60, PEACE NEWS, 
17 Featherstone Buildings, W.C.1. 


‘SITUATIONS 


Vacant 

WANTED for the new printing 
department of the Cotswold Bruder- 
hof, hand-compositor and minder for 
Wharfedale and Platen presses, who 
are ready to support the cause of peace 
and brotherhood in this communal 
experiment without receiving wages, 
but sharing the simple food and 
accommodation of the community.— 
Cotswold Bruderhof Press, Ashton 
Keynes, Swindon. << 


Wanted 
ADAPTABLE YOUNG MAN, 
aged 24, seeks permanent progressive 
Situation in accounts of any descrip- 
tion, having had nearly eight years’ 
experience in insurance accounts and 
having passed intermediate examina- 
tion of Corporation of Accountants.— 
Box 64, PEACE NEWS, 17 Feather- 

stone Buildings, W.C.1. 


ART AND CRAFT TEACHER, 
woman, eight years’ experience, seeks 
part or full-time work, non-residential, 
within reach London. — Box 67, 
PEACE NEWS, 17 Featherstone 
Buildings, London, W.C.1. 


PROGRESSIVE POSITION | re- 
quired for young man, aged 23. Nearly 
eight years’ wide experience in the City 
in insurance accounts and general sec- 
retarial duties. Qualifications include 
intermediate accountancy certificate 
together with many commercial certi- 
ficates, including shorthand.—Box 65, 
PEACE NEWS, 17 _ Featherstone 
Buildings, W.C.1. 


TYPEWRITING 
THE SOUTH LONDON TYPE- 
WRITING BUREAU (Mabel L. 
Eyles), 51 Ruskin Walk, Herne Hill, 
S.E.24. Telephone Brixton 2863. Du- 
plicating, typewriting, private short- 


hand lessons, speed practice, &c. 
Prices on application. 
TYPING FOR “PEACE.” Jean's 


Typing and Duplicating Office are 
waiting for any jobs you may have— 
large or small. Speed, efficiency, and 
low charges. Phone Bishopsgate 3309, 
7 Broad Street Station, Liverpool 
Street, E.C.2. 


WHERE TO STAY 

DERBYSHIRE HILLS.—Vegetarian 
Food Reform Guest House. Alt. 600ft. 
For happy holiday or restful recupera- 
tion. Increased accommodation. Cen- 
tral heating throughout; h. and c. 
water in all bedrooms. Central for 
conferences.—A. & K. S. Ludlow, The 
Briars, Crich, near Matlock. Tel.: 
Ambergate 44. Station, Ambergate 
(L.M.S.) 


DOWNTON, WILTSHIRE. The 
Misses Philpott, Country Guest House, 
The Borough, Downton, Wiltshire. A 
roomy house on the banks of the river 
Avon, standing in a pleasant garden. 
Terms moderate. 


Please send names and addresses of anyone who might be interested 
to receive specimen copies of PEACE NEWS to the publishing office, 
17 Featherstone Buildings, London, W.C.1. 
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DIARY OF THE WEEK 


February 

2—19 (Wed.—Sat.) BIRMINGHAM; 
2—10 p.m. Bingley Hall, Brighter 

. Homes Exhibition; peave stall, 
stand No. 30: PPU.  ' 

12 (Sat.) CRYSTAL PALACE; 2.45 

p.m. White Swan; volunteers meet 
for poster parade; PPU. 
ASHFORD, Kent; 3.15 p.m. Co- 
Operative Hall, High Street; 
Regional Conference: Miss E. 
Thorneycroft on “The Necessity 
of Pacifism”; PPU. 
SOUTH NORWOOD; 6.30 p.m. 
Astoria Cinema, High Street; 
volunteers meet for poster parade; 
PPU. 

12 and 13 (Sat. and Sun.) MARBLE 

ARCH); British Industries House, 

Oxford Street; International 

Peoples’ Assembly; International 

Peace Campaign. 

(Sun.) ROMSEY; 2.45 p.m. 

Brotherhood Hall: George 

Nicholis on “Creative Strife’: 

Romsey Brotherhood. 

EDMONTON; 6.30 p.m. Indepen- 

dent Church: Rev. E. J. Keely 

Wright; PPU. 

SHAW; 8 p.m. Cooperative Hall; 

debate; Canon Stuart Morris; 

PPU and LNU. 

CHESTERFIELD; 8.15 p.m. St. 

James’ Hall, Vicar Lane; Miss 

Mary Gamble, Dr. H. G. Stead, 

and Rev. A. G. Gray; PPU. 

(Mon.) DITCHLING; 8 p.m. 

Keymer Church Hall; Eric Gill on 

“War, Past and Present’; Rev. K. 

Rawlings (chairman); PPU. 

EDMONTON; 8 p.m. Indepen- 

dent Church (near Town Hall); 

Canon Morris; PPU. 

WEST NORWOOD; 8 p.m. Rou- 

pell Park Methodist Church; 

N. A. Kiadeh; “An Arab Speaks”; 

PPU. 

15 (Tues.) LONDON, N.W.1; 1.20—2 
p.m. Friends House, Euston Road; 
Percy W. Bartlett on “Embassies 
of Reconciliation”; Peace Com- 
mittee of London Friends. 
GREENWICH; 3 p.m. Prince of 
Orange Hotel, 189 Greenwich 
Road; John Barclay; PPU. 
LONDON, W.C.2; 3 p.m. Phenix 
Theatre, Charing Cross Road; 
film, How Mussolini Makes War!; 
addresses by Emperor of Ethiopia 
and Dr. A. W. C. Martin (Ethio- 
pian Minister); tickets from New 
Times and Ethiopia News, 3 Char- 
teris Road, Woodford Green, 
Essex. 

PECKHAM; 3 p.m. Christ 
Church Hall, Asylum Road: Nigel 
Spottiswoode; Harmony Organi- 
zation. 

WORTHING; 3 p.m. Orchard 
House, High Street, and 7.30 p.m. 


Mitchell's Café, Chapel Road; 
Rev. C. Paul Gliddon; FoR. 
BOURNEMOUTH; 7.30 p.m. 


Moordown Congregational Lec- 
ture Hall, Malvern Road; debate 
on ARP; members of pacifist 
organizations only. 

STREATHAM; 8 p.m. Lecture 
Hall, Congregational Hall; debate; 
Philip Mumford; LNU and PPU. 
GREENFORD; 8.15 p.m. Public 


Library: Maurice Rowntree; PPU. 


16 (Wed.) FINSBURY; 8 p.m. Town 


Hall, Rosebery Avenue; Prof. 
J. B. S. Haldane, Ald. C. A. Allen 
(chairman), and others on air raid 
“precautions”; London Federation 
of Peace Councils. 

KINGSWAY; 8 p.m. Wild Court; 
open-air meeting; Methodist 
Peace Fellowship. 


WALLINGTON; 8 p.m. Parish — 


Hall, Queen's Road; public 


debate, “That British Rearmament — 


is Detrimental to World Peace”; 
LNU 


17 (Thurs.)’ LONDON, E.C.4; 1.10— 


2 p.m. 13 Paternoster Row; A. 
Stephen Noel on “The Basis of 
Pacifism”; City PPU group. 
WESTMINSTER; 1.20 p.m. 
Christ Church, Victoria Street; A. 
Ruth Fry on “The Adventure of 
Pacifism: Victory Without 
Violence’; Council of Christian 
Pacifist Groups. 

LONDON, E.C.4; 5.30 p.m. 13 
Paternoster Row: Rev. C. Paul 
Gliddon on the FoR; City PPU 
group. 

LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m. Maple 
Street, Tottenham Court Road; 
Roy Walker; Forty-five Jewish 
Literary and Social Group. 
MARPLE; 8 p.m. Albert Schools; 
Canon Stuart Morris on “A Prac- 
tical Policy for Peace”; PPU. 


18 (Fri.) BOW; 8 p.m. Kingsley Hall, 


Powis Road; meeting to consider 
structure of community groups; 
Community Service Committee. 
STRAND; 8.30 p.m. Essex Hall; 
Leonard Barnes on “The colonial 
question”; New Fabian Research 
Bureau. 


19 (Sat.) WESTMINSTER; 2.30 p.m. 


The Library, Central Hall; con- 
ference of teachers and others 
interested on “The schools and 
air raid ‘precautions’; Prof. J. R. 
Marrack; Teachers’ Advisory 
Committee of London Federation 
of Peace Councils. 

NOTTINGHAM; 3.30 p.m. 
Friends’ Meeting House, Friar 
Lane; Midlands Area Committee; 


PPU. 

LONDON, N.W.1; 5 p.m. Friends 
House, Euston Road; annual 
general meeting of Medical Peace 
Campaign. 

HARROGATE; 8 p.m. Friends’ 
Meeting House; lantern lecture; 
M. Jean Inebnit on “Practical In- 
ternational Cooperation”; PPU. 


20 (Sun.) LONDON, N.W.1; 6.30 


p.m. Christ Church, Woburn 
Square; Students’ Service; Mr. 
Shoran Singha on “The East 
Looks at the West.” 


Coming Shortly 
21 (Mon.) ACTON; 8 p.m. Central 


Hall. Priory Schools, Acton Lane; 
Lord Arnold, Dr. Alex. Wood, 
Miss E. Thorneycroft, and John 
Barclay; PPU. 
(Tues.) THORPE; 7.30 p.m. 
Methodist Church; Prof. George 
Catlin and Rev. J. W. A. Single- 
ton; PPU. Tickets 6d. 
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(Newsagent’s name) 


Please deliver PEACE NEWS to me weekly. 


AS from issue dated ow... sececscsesseseen 


Note to Newsagent—PEACE NEWS is published weekly as a 


national newspaper at the retail price of 2d. 


It is obtainable by your 


wholesaler at the usual rates from the Publishers, at 17 Featherstone 


Buildings, London, W.C.1. 
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PEACE NEWS 


Pacifism in War Time 


WAS very glad to read Philip Mum- 

ford’s letter in your issue of January 
29, and to know that he has abandoned 
his former proposal :— 


Let the pacifist organizations and their 
members decide that when war comes the 
whole of their strength will be used to 
alleviate human suffering. 


since he now says “Il do not believe 
that the Peace Pledge Union should 
make action along the lines I suggest 
its whole policy.” 


I agree wholeheartedly with his 
request “that both sections should 
study each other's point of view,” and 
should do so now. There are only two 
points on which IJ should like to add a 
further word. 


I agree that absolute consistency is 
impossib'e, but while, after an air 
crash in my immediate neighbourhood, 
say, | should render whatever assist- 
ance | could, | cannot allow myself to 
prepare for such work, as I need all 
my time for the purpose of trying to 
prevent war, and I know with equal 
certainty that should war come all my 
time would be consumed by such 
activities as 1 named in my _ articles, 
chief of which would be taking steps 
to get the war stopped. 


Finally 1 am_ still convinced that 
pacifists ought not to determine their 
conduct in war time by considerations 
of how the public or the Government 
will take it. My view is that the best 
insurance of peace, and also against 
persecution, is in having the largest 
‘possible number of people who will 
ceaselessly oppose war under all cir- 
cumstances, whether in peace time or 
mr evar. 

: WILFRED WELLOCK. 


) The articles and correspondence in 
PEACE NEWS on the pacifist in war 
time, together with a group discussion 
on ARP and a pertinent question in 
the local press, have combined to con- 
vince me of the necessity of working 
out a pacifist alternative to the Govern- 
ment’s ARP scheme. 


It is inevitable that the objection will 
be raised that “any talk at all of plans 
for the next war is an entirely pre- 
mature admission of defeat,” but if it 
is realized that such an alternative is 
absolutely necessary for the salving of 
society, war or no war, the objection 
becomes pointless. 


Most pacifists acknowledge that to 
eradicate war we have to make a 
radical change in the conduct of life— 
individual and social. Nothing less 
than the building up of a new social 
order, founded on cooperation, will 
suffice for enduring world peace. Our 
present task is to lay the foundations 
of such a new order so that they will 
remain intact, even if war comes. 
Our task in war time will then be to 
continue building on these foundations. 
And such foundations are already 
. being prepared. 


Throughout the country there 
already exist pacifist groups, com- 
munity centres, unemployed self-help 
groups, &c. These all have as their 
aim the construction of a society based 
on cooperation; they are the nucleus 
of a new civilization. 


In order that they may not become 
isolated in time of war they should be 
linked up at once. The threat of war 
must be met, not as the Government 
is meeting it today, but by a streng- 
athening of the ties between these 
cgroups; by a coordination of their 
s activities in order that they will be 
Fable to function even if war comes. 


fe, In this effort can be found an 


effective and constructive alternative to 
the present governmental policy, and 
an answer to those who ask what we 
pacifists will do if war comes. 


V.C. REYNOLDS. 
€ 
74 Pentre Gardens, Cardiff. 
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DEAR SIR.... 


Political Action 


From Cecil H. Wilson, M.P. 


IT is with much regret that I think it 
= necessary to reply to the letter of 

Mr. John Brain. That regret is due 
to three causes : — 

First, his statement that Lansbury, 
Salter, Messer, and I cannot “make 
any genuine claims to the title” of 
“pacifist members of Parliament in 
the real sense of the word”; 

Second, his entirely false suggestion 
that we have never “spoken or voted 
peninst the estimates for rearmament”; 
an 

Third, that PEACE NEWS should 
allow its columns to be used for (a) 
denouncing Lansbury and Salter, who, 
a; British M.P.s, have done magnifi- 
cent work both at home and abroad, 
and (6) publishing a suggestion that is 
quite false. 

Pacifism is something more than an 
attitude to war, for it concerns our 
relationships to each other in every 
phase of life and, whatever differences 
we may unfortunately have, the cause 
we have at heart can never be 
advanced by fault-finding and the use 
of suggestions which are misleading. 

However much my _ parliamentary 
colleagues and I may differ from other 
pacifists, we recognize that their sin- 
cerity is no less than our own and 
every effort has been made and will 
continue to be made to avoid accen- 
tuating differences. 

It is very difficult for those with no 
knowledge of the complexities of par- 
liamentary life and procedure to 
understand the many difficulties with 
which M.P.s are frequently faced, but 
even in Parliament and in the Labour 
Party those who have no sympathy 
with our point of view recognize that 
we are sincere, and there is ample 
evidence that “a little leaven leaveneth 
the whole lump.” 

CECIL H. WILSON. 
48 St. George’s Road, 
London, S.W.!. 


(Mr. Brain’s name was originally 
misprinted as “Bruin.” 

All the pacifist MPs have spoken in 
Parliament against rearmament.—EbD.) 


FREEDOM 


I have read your report of Mr. 
Theodore Faithfull’s speech at Rother- 
ham with amazement. 

Substitutes for war or expression of war- 
like elements should be available in games 
and in normal sexual life. Mr. Faithfull 
was confident that the more civilized races 
were ready to come forward into a world not 
free from conflict, but free from the need for 
war aS a means of satisfying the masculine 
urge to forcefulness and domination. 


Surely no responsible pacifist could 
conceive it as part of his work to pro- 
vide for this masculine urge, and yet 
your reporting of the speech sounds 
almost as if you regarded it as argu- 
able. J thought pacifists were out to 
make a better world as well #10 “do 
away with war.” 


Domination is a hateful thing 
between sexes as between classes or 
nations. The urge to domination is 
one of the causes of war as welfaijene 
of its most terrible accompaniments. 
All recorded history shows this, from 
the first chronicle to the cable sup- 
pressed by the Japanese military 
censor but published on January 29 in 
the Manchester Guardian. tt contains 
these words: 

Ever since the occupation of Nanking until 
the present moment the abduction of women, 
rape and looting have been carried on with 
an industry which would do justice to a more 
praiseworthy cause. 


If we are not out to build up a com- 
munity where there is no domination 
of one over another, “neither male nor 
female, born nor free,” then we had 
better give up our efforts, for the spirit 
that inspires us is not that of “perfect 
freedom” which alone can save the 
world. 

ESTHER ROPER. 
14 Frognal Gardens, 
London, N.W.3. 
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Taking Sides 


OUR reply to Sir Norman Angell 

(PEACE NEWS, January 29) gives 
a complete and adequate reply to his 
“ultimatum,” but may 1 suggest that, 
apart from the moral question, the 
aims of the Attlee-Cecil group suffer 
from one serious practical defect—they 
do not take into account the facts of 
the situation they are designed to meet. 


According to Sir Norman, collective 
“security” is not to come into action 
until after an offer of arbitration has 
been made to our opponents, and 
arbitration, of course, depends upon 
the existence of an impartial court— 
presumably, in this case, the Council 
of the League of Nations. But no-one 
can study the report, recently published 
by the League of Nations Union of 
the record of the League's Council 
during the past year, without realizing 
how very far from “impartial” its 
deliberations are. 


Any extension of its scope which 
would make it less the mouthpiece of a 
few much-favoured nations, depends, 
as everyone now knows, upon the 
rejection of those articles of the 
Covenant out of which the idea of 
collective “security” has grown. 


lt seems strange that men like Lord 
Cecil and Sir Norman Angell should 
miss the significance of the fact that 
the League has only succeded in avert- 
ing war in those cases in which the 
question of a resort to coercion has not 
arisen. It must surely be obvious by 
this time that coercion and conciliation 
are opposing forces which cannot be 
harnessed together. 


In the circumstances surely we paci- 
fists are entitled to ask the Attlee-Cecil 
group to come down from their lofty 
moral pedestal and tell us in plain and 
unambiguous- language upon which 
alternative they intend to take their 
stand. 

A. S. HOLBROW. 
The Gables, Benenden, Cranbrook. 


Your leader-writer, dealing with Sir 
Norman Angell’s Daily Herald article, 
declares that it is certain 

that the pacifist . . . will work like a 
nigger at the next election for candidates 
holding pacifist convictions, and that, 
where necessary, he will abstain from 
voting for candidates . . . who are unsound 
on pacifist grounds. 


As things are at present, there is no 
een: of this prediction being ful- 
illed. 


_ Those pacifists who happen to live 
in or near the few constituencies where 
pacifist candidates of non- pacifist 
parties have been adopted will find 
little opportunity for the enthusiastic 
advocacy of pacifism which your 
leader-writer suggests. For if they 
criticize impartially the foreign policies 
of all non-pacifist parties, their views 
will be opposed by the non-pacifist 
supporters of their candidate and a 
divided platform will be presented to 
the electors. 


But even worse than that can be 
foreseen. Thousands of pacifists all 
over the country will actually ‘work 
like a nigger” for the return of candi- 
dates who are pledged without reserve 
to the “peace-through-war” policy of 
the Labour Party which your leader- 
writer condemns. They will excuse 
themselves on 
Labour Party still tolerates some paci- 
fist candidates, and, in the absence of 
a clear lead from those at the head of 
the pacifist movement, they can 
scarcely be blamed. 


Such is the dismal prospect of con- 
fusion and compromise which 
threatens to render pacifists impotent 
at the next election. It can be averted 
only by putting up candidates who are 
completely independent of non-pacifist 
support. 

W. L. WILLIAMS. 


General Secretary, Christian 
Pacifist Party. “© 


11 Morningside, Coventry. 
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Moral Problem 


AM very pleased to see that at a 

recent Peace Pledge Union meeting 
at Islington Town Hall, the following 
policy was urged: —To say “No” to 
war; to realize that this implies “No” 
to the economic war and also to 
recognize this means an entirely new 
conception of life. 


I am persuaded that nothing short 
of a comprehensive and vital pro- 
gramme of this sort must be put 
forward if the PPU is to make any real 
advance in its tremendous task. It 
takes away the war weapon from us, 
and also the old ideas of diplomacy 
and international relationships. It 
must have something better to put in 
its place. 


_ After all, pacifism is a way of deal- 
ing with people when we refuse to fight 
them, and to be at all logical we must 
extend that principle throughout the 
whole of life. We condemn wrong- 
doing most heartily, but we must not 
crush the wrong-doer by force: we 
have to win him by better means. 


The whole matter therefore resolves 
itself into a moral problem and not 
one of expediency or politics. We 
must have a knowledge of foreign and 
economic affairs so as to be able to 
apply our principles to them; but like 
any political or economic system, paci- 
fism will fail but for the moral quality 
and integrity of its adherents. 


Nothing less than the high standard 
we have set ourselves is enough in this 
difficult world, and this applies not 
only to our aims, but also to the means 
we adopt to attain them. Frankly, I 
am disturbed by the ‘rather cheap 
pamphlets that are being distributed 
and the easy way signatures are being 
obtained, and am very much afraid of 
a degeneration into the usual political 
party methods. 


_. During the War, only the’ highest 
ideals called forth the willingness and 
self-sacrifice of the common people; 
and only the noblest cause will now 
rouse a response that will be at all 
worthy. Our movement demands the 
best that is in people; the whole basis 
of pacifism lies in the belief that we 
can successfully appeal to the good in 
men; and we must apply this principle 
when presenting our case to the general 
public. We must remember, too, that 
a movement is judged partly by its 
arguments, but mostly by the character 
and motives of the people in it. 


Finally, I would urge the necessity 
for some coherent philosophy of life 
for each one of us. If we have no 
moral or religious background, we are 
holding our ideals in a vacuum, or 
else following a policy of expediency. 
We must be true to the highest that 
we know, and we can then rest assured 
of the effectiveness of our work for 
any cause we may have at heart. 


A. E. P. McAINSH. 
70 Vernon Avenue, Raynes Park, S.W.20. 
TE 


Letters to the Editor should be as short as 
possible and written on one side of the paper 
only. Owing to the pressure on space we 
reserve the right to publish extracts from 
letters, 

Correspondents must send their names 
and addresses, though not necessa ily for 
publication. 
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Lobby Cerrespondent, 


resumes his 


PARLIAMENTARY NOTES 


THE publication of the Van 

Zeeland Report presents for 
the pacifist MPs a new and even 
hopeful parliamentary situation. 


It has been described as a mountain | 


made out of a molehill, a pandering to 


the protectionist sentiments of the PS 


French and British Governments, a 
trick to find financial help for dic- 
tators, and so on. Yet, despite all 
this, it is the wisest alternative that 
any responsible authority apart 
from Mr. Lansbury has yet pro- 
pounded for the commencement of 
economic appeasement in Europe. 
* a * * 


It can be made to apply infinitely 
farther than its restricted terms suggest 
if there is the political will and in- 
fluence in Britain to make it so apply. 


The report demands that it should 
be the object of European  states- 
manship 

to raise the standard of life of the masses 

. . . by improving the general well-being. 

If this were to become the pre- 
occupation of diplomats and front- 
benchers, instead of “precautions” 
against air raids, ratios of armed 
strength, Article Sixteen, and similar 
futilities, it would be the dawn of 
cleaner politics and the death-knell of 
economic nationalism. 


* * * *x 


The Prime Minister at question time 
on the first day of the new session 
showed himself keen to give everyone 
plenty of time to consider the report. 


This, for him, should mean plenty 
of time to repent of the protectionism 
of himself and his father before him. 
Mr. Attlee suggested that the Govern- 
ment might, during this period, under- 
take to embark no more upon lines 
contrary to the recommendations for 
greater economic cooperation. 


Mr. Lansbury spoke of the extreme 
urgency of the situation in the world. 
But the Prime Minister said there were 
a lot of governments to consult, Yes, 
replied Mr. Lansbury, but none had 
greater responsibility for action 
than Britain and France, jointly 
responsible for the appointment of 
Van Zeeland. Then Mr. Chamber- 
lain climbed down. 


Good, Mr. Lansbury! 


The whole political influence of 
pacifism should now weigh in pressure 
on the Government to initiate discus- 
sions and plans for a better world. 
It may thus be left with less time for 
working out the follies of armaments, 
and “precautions.” 


* * * * 


Mr. Morgan Jones introduced a 
better tone than prevailed in most of 
the war and peace debates of last 
session when he introduced the official 
labour motion in favour of “an inter- 
national agreement to cooperate in the 
prohibition of aerial bombardment of 
defenceless citizens.” 


A plain “Stop it’ would have done 
just as well. But in that case the 
whole House might not have agreed so 

“readily. 


James H. Hudson. 


We in Britain would, in that case, 


have had to stop it. Certainly we 
should have to stop our bacterio- 
logical preparations which, as Mr. 
Garro Jones said, could have no 
other object than the infection of 
defenceless citizens. 

Nor should we have in our air force 
seventy percent of bombers and thirty 
percent of fighters—a higher percent- 
age of destroyers of ‘“defenceless 
citizens” than that possessed by the air 
force of any other nation. 


* * * * 


Mr. Morgan Jones painted a terrible 
picture of the horrors of Guernica. As 
he frankly said, 

to get rid of war is the only way of curing 

this fearful evil. We must banish war and 

seek the ways of peace, 

Curiously, nobody fastened on that 
honest piece of inconsistency and not 
even Page Croft voted against a reso- 
lution which, as Mr. Morgan Jones 
showed, was inadequate for the eradi- 
cation of a “fearful evil.” 

Perhaps the piéce de résistance of 
the debate was the Foreign Secretary’s 
promise of prolonged inquiry for the 
means to apply the resolution and his 
statement that unless something can 
be done to meet this menace from the 
air the peoples in the latter part of this 
century are going to live as troglodytes 
and cavemen. 

So that’s that, in spite of all the 
promise of the air shelters, or perhaps 
because of the shelters. 

They will at least provide the caves. 


LATE NEWS 


It is understood that a great 
demonstration in favour of the Van 
Zeeland report will be held in 
London shortly. 


Discussion meeting for all interested in 
community, Kingsley Hall, Bow, February 
18, 8 p.m. 


If you have difficulty 
in getting PEACE NEWS 
(or if your newsagent is 
unable to deliver it by 

Saturday morning) 
send a card at once to 
17 Featherstone Buildings, 
London, W.C.1 


Diary and Classified Advertisements on Page 10. 


Peace Pledge Union’s 
pamphlet 


GOD OR THE NATION 
by Middleton Murry 


“World-Unity of Mankind” or 
“* Mechanised national State"? 


2d. 


929 
oLpp. 


Women want Peace Day 
in Schools 


A petition urging the establishment 
of an annual peace day in schools is 
being organized by the Women’s Co- 
operative Guild for presentation to 
local authorities. The Women's Co- 
operative Guild represents 81,000 
women. 

Copies of the petition form can be 
obtained from the general secretary of 
the Guild, Miss Rose Simpson, 17 
Prescot Street, London, F.1. 


They Agreed to Differ 


From Our Own Correspondent 


The possibility of joint action for 
peace~by the Peace Pledge Union and 
the League of Nations Union has 
formed the subject of a discussion 
between members of both organiza- 
tions in Newton Abbot. 

The pacifist refusal to accept the 
principle of being called upon to use 
armed force by a national or an inter- 
national body proved to be the main 
point of difference. Despite two and 
a half hours of discussion no agree- 
ment could be reached, other than 
PPU support of the League in its 
humanitarian work. 


Bondon Vou Accent y\™ 


The London Regional Assembly of 
British Youth Peace Assembly is to be 
held on Saturday, March 5, in the 
Green Hall, Central YWCA, Great 
Russell Street, W.C.1. 

There will be two sessions: the first, 
at 2.30 p.m. on the Youth Charter, 
and the second, at 6 p.m., on the work 
of the BYPA. All interested are asked 
to write to Helen Guiterman. 6 
Leinster Mansions, N.W.3, for further 
particulars. 


(Continued from page 5, column 3) 


ascribed the reason of the arms race 
to fear. “If you could persuade the 
nations that they were safe then their 
armaments would go down and they 
would be safer.” “Yet it cannot be 
done by one country alone without 
placing itself at the mercy of the 
Powers that remain armed.” In these 
two sentences lies the story of what is 
happening in the world today. Every 
country knows that the world would 
be safer without arms, yet each is 
afraid to put the theory into practice 
itself. What is happening now is that 
each country is disarming every other 
country by increasing its own arms, 
but that doesn’t make the other coun- 
tries feel any safer. 

Clearly some nation must give the 
lead. As Cecil said, the only thing that 
prevents everyone doing it is fear. And 
what’ prevents him from wanting 
England to take the lead is fear; “if 
we disarmed alone, we should not be 
safe” is an argument which every 
country can justifiably use. Cecil's 
argument is that nations won't be safe 
until they’ve disarmed, that they can’t 
disarm while they're afraid, and that 
they’ll continue to be afraid until they 
are safe. The solution can only be 
found by finding the opposite of fear, 
which is courage, and applying it. 
Courage does not mean knowing you 
are safe—it means not caring a damn 
whether you’re safe or not. And that’s 
the only way out of the mess. Some 
nation must say to the world: “We are 
not afraid of your armaments, and to 
prove it we shall disarm.” In military 
terms this will make the other countries 
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NEWARK MAKES Aj; 


GOOD START 


From a Correspondent 


EWARK Peace Pledge Union 

group, which held its first public 
meeting last week, feels it has made a 
good start. The audience heard the 
pacifist case plainly put by Miss Mary 
Gamble and Canon Stuart Morris. 


Miss Gamble, after declaring that, 
personally, it was her faith in Christ 
which compelled her to be a pacifist 
and reject war, said that while she did 
not want to make out that all pacifists 
must be Christians, she found it utterly 
impossible to understand how any 
Christian could fail to be a pacifist. 


One of the reasons why she was so 
bitterly disappointed with the leaders 
of the churches today was that they 
had appropriated the name of 
Christian, yet were shrinking from its 
implications. One moment they de- 
clared that war was incompatible with 
the mind of Christ, and the next that 
because the world was not ready for 
Christ we must rearm, and, if neces- 
sary, kill. 


The Rev. Wilfred Gower, who pre- i 


sided, said it took some years to make 
a pacifist of him. It began when, in 
a trench during the War, he found 
two boxes of hand grenades at his 
feet. 
Nobel’s, and the other was German 
. made by Nobel’s. 

Speaking of M. Van Zeeland’s 


report, Canon Morris said that in its 
general outline it had completely 


One was English, made by * 


endorsed the practical policy of the jo; 


pacifist movement in this country, and 
continued : 

I don't say that the pacifist movement 
does not go further than some of the 
things that M. Van Zeeland suggests, but I 
do say that there is nothing in the report 
which pacifists have not for the last two 
or three years been advocating. 


They must create a public opinion 


which would not allow the report to . 


be pigeon-holed, and all who professed 
to be peace-lovers should make it their 
duty to read it. 


A regional committee has now been 
formed in connexion with the Golders 
Green and North-West Region of the 
Peace Pledge Union and met for the 
first time last Friday. Muriel C. 
Boldero, 8 Erskine Hill, N.W.11, has 


been appointed secretary, and B. I. 0d 


Tew, of Finchley, treasurer. 


BLACK-OUT PLANS 


The Glasgow branch of the 
PPU will consider at 
meeting what action is to be 
taken in connexion with the pro- 
posed black-out to be held in the 
northern and eastern districts of 
the city on February 25. A poster 
parade and distribution of thou- 
sands of leaflets will probably 
form part of the demonstration. 


The next meeting of the branch 
will be on February 19, in the 
Central Halls, Bath Street. 


safer, and according to Cecil's own 
argument, they will then start to 
disarm themselves. The larger the 
nation which disarms, the stronger will 
be the effect. ‘Peace hath her victories 
no less renowned than war.” Let the 
people of England determine that the 
courage they have shown in wartime 
will now be used in the more fruitful 
battle for peace. 
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